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«Fs Epiſtle to the Author of the eAnimadverſi- 
ons upon Fiat Lux, 


. 


OS + - h 
Was in my Journey in the North ; fat 
' enough from London, when your en. 
i. madverfrons upon Fiat Lux came forth: 
Nordid I eyer ſet eye upon them, till my 
return in February, about half a year after + 
which I tell you Sir,co excuſe my ſilence. And 
now in brief: For your labour I thank you , 
for your endeayour I pitty you z for your 
purpoſe TI pardon you : that being as FE 
beleey, intended for Gentlemens fatisfaQiz 
on, the other for Fiat Lyx his confuration, 
this for the Awthowrs confuſion, | 
I may not g0 about to reply unto you z be- 
caus this would be againſt the very” end and 
principles of Fiat Lux it ſelf , which ſpeaks 
forth nothing more then this , That Contro- 
verfies about Religion are vain and fruitles. 
And leſt this ſhould not be able ro detain me 
from any ſach reply, you adde your -own 
threats, T hat if I ſhall dare to write again, you 
will make me know what manner of man you 
are. However Sir, let me craye þ"* to thank 
Az YOu 
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(4) | 


you for the paſtime your Animadverſions have 


given me ſince my return. 

But: Sir, you miſtake the very drift and de- 
fign of Fiat Lux, which makes you to erre 
ever and anon , and almoſt continually 
throughout your whole Book , whiles you 
take that as ſpoken abſolutely which is only 
ſaid upon an hypotheſis of -our preſent condi- 
tion here in England, which is diſtraction, diſ- 
putes,” apd wars , in order to a contrary end 
of unity, love, and concord, deligned by Fiat 
Zux. By vertue of this capital miſtake, what 
by me is faid of the obſcuricy of God, Nature, 
and. Providence, is. with you impertinent ; 
that of Light and Spirit , impious; that of 
Plea of Parties, frivolous ; that of Reaſon, 
diſlonant and to no. purpos ; that of Scri- 
pture blaſphemous ; that of the Hiſtory of 
Religion, no leſs inconſequent than untrue. In 
a word, this thing, that thing, every thing, a 
wilde, diſhoneſt illiterate diſcours. 

Some would wonder, that he who writes 1n 
canſutation of a Book, ſhould be himſelf the 
only man that underſtands it not ? But the rea- 
fon is apparent ; It is your only adyantage to 
miſtake, 'The whole diſcours of Fiat Lyx 
chained togerher, one part with another, from 
chat which is ſuppoſed to that which is de- 
ſigned, would breath ſo much of charity and 


j9bernes, that my Commentatouy could not 
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' have told how to make ayy mad verſions upon - 


ic. | 

It is not yet too late. Now that you haye 
finiſhed your Auimadverſions , or Comment, 
or Notes upon it, you may do well to take my 
Book again into your hands, read it calmly, 
and underſtand it. 

That which you ſpeak ſo frequently of 
Fiat Lux his ignorance, is not altogether 
amiſs : for he pretends not much to learning, 
although he knows what he ſayes. But yer 
Sir, it you had defied and villified him with 
leſs violence, and more ſeldom , and'not ſo 
univerſally in every point of Hiſtory ,* Lan- 


- Suage,, and Philoſophy, nor juſt then when. 


you had leaft caus , ic had been more for your 
honour. "116"1 
And inmy minde you'too much forget your 
ſelf, when yourecount ſo often with regret 
and anger, that ſom Gentlemen of che Land 
ſhould it ſeems, through their own inconfidel 
ration, have any liking of. a Book which you 
juds ſo ſlight, aicry, vain, fallacious, and'fim- 
ple: As if they had none, and you all'the 
judgment of diſcerning, Gentlemen, Sir,” 
mult be allowed a ſens of Religion as'well' as 
Miniſters, and their portion of reaſon'/muſt 


ng thertor be leſs, bhecaus their Blood jsimore 


noble, the company they: keep more accoitt- 
pliſhr, and their education betrer, T hey have 
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the bady , although they wear not the Cloak 
of Religion; and maſters they are of their 
own reaſon , though not. of yours. This is 
one difference between Catholick Countreyes 
and ours, that there the Clergy man: is only 
regarded-for his vertue, and che power he harh 
received , or is at leaſt believed to have recei- 
ved from God in the great miniftery of our 
Reconciliation. And- if he have any additi- 
on-of learning beſtdes , it is looked upon as a 
g00d accidental Ornament, bur not as any eſ- 
ſentialcomplement of his Profefion ; ſo thar 
1t often; happens without any wonderment ar 
all, that the Gentleman Pacron ts the learned 
man, and the Prieſt his Chaplain of lictle or 
no. ſcience in compariſon; but here in Eng- 
{and our Gentlemen are diſparaged by their 
own Black Coats,and not ſuffered to-uſe their 
Judgments in any kinde of learning, without a 
gibe rom:them. The Gentleman is reaſonles, 
and the ſcribling-Caſfock is the only Schollar : 
he alone muſt ſpeak all, know all, and only un- 
derſtand. . | 

F cannot but ſmile:to fee you tarn: ſo dexte- 
roully eyery thing'char is ſaid in Fiat Lax, to 
your own ule. ' His diſcours of innocence 
and:moderation ,; gives you occaſion to ſpeak 
and; amply dilate of wars , murders, adulte- 
ries, lyes; bypocrifes , villanies: And when 


he cries, Peace, Peace, it is motive enough for 


you 
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(7) | 
you to-cry, Guns and Daygers. You rave and 
race againſt him arid the whole earth, you load 
your pen and pages with the tyrannies, deſola- 
tions, diſorders. have been aforetime in the 
world, not heeding that yon had noeſo much 
as heard ar- this day of any ſuch. abuſes, if - 
their holy and renoumed Clergy-men'; who 


| ſtilldeclaimed againſt the vices of their times, 


had nor left chem upon-record, or 10 mach as 


| confidering, that cyen.now in theſe veſt times 


of Reformarion are'as 'grand diſorders in all 


| kindes 8s ever were inthe worlſt times of Po- 


piſh corruption: nay there was -never any 
crow or magpy fo pecked and cawed upon the 
back of a ſheep as you do upon Fia Lex, 
and if he do but ſtir or wag, you threaten, if I 
underſtand you right, to peck out his eyes, 
And all this, becauſe Fiat Lux indeayours to 
ſhow, that animoſities abour matcers of Reli- 
gion are groundleſs , prejudicial to peace and 
neighbourhood, rainous, deſolatory, endles, 
and conſequently vain', fruitles , and finfu!, 
(ther may indeed be fotn advantage on the De- 
tendanrs fide, which is not in the Plaintiff or 
ARonr, but-this 'ac preſenc I am nor to take 
notice of) nay farally, that they have.ever don 
machharm in Kingdoms, bur never good. In 
all this Sir, youdo'like your ſelf, you tove nois 
and whirlwinds, arid when you hear of Peace, 
prepare your ſelf ry Batrtle-: ſo illdo you un- 

A 4 der- 


(8) 
derſtand the ſound of z retreat, or , becaus it 
ſuits not with your ends and inclinations, will 
adtD 510 - | 1 
But all this diſcours of Fiat Lux, tends, ſay 
you, to Popery.. A fearful thing, and-ungrate- 
tul news to Miniſters ;for whoſe fooliſh, end- 
les, and ungrounded quarrels, we have lately 


engaged our honour, peace, livelihood, lives, | 
and all that is dear unto us;and yet we are ſtill, 


but where we were before we began : nay, 


ten times'farther off from any reconcilement, | 


unity, or ſatisfaRion then before ? And ſuch 
ſucceſs have allwars ever had, where the alarm 


was giveh-in the Pulpit. But why muſt it | 


tend.\co Popery ? .Becaus Fiat Lyx is bold to 
ſay, that Popery in its own likenes is not ſo ug- 
| ly as wet 1magin it. Lord ! what a ſtrange 
thing isthis, that either Fiat Lux orany els 
ſhould preſume to ſay, that we in England, or 
other Nations may be carried by the reports 
of ſom intereſted men-, ro- think wors of a 
thing then ic may deſery;: eſpecially conſider- 
ing that we com all to: Church to hear Gods 
Word, and.chere meet with a man, who jn the 
frſt opening of his lips; eryes, Hearken my 
Beloved te the word of the Lird; and ſo having 
with that airy hony-comb ſweetned the edges 


- © of our ears/, pours: into- them afterward 


what poiſorrof his own conceived intereſts he 
| pleaſes 3 all which we 'his: dearly beloved let 
down 


«* 


(9) 
down. greedily into our hearts , as that preci- 
ous word of: the Lord, which he at firſt pro- 
claimed. By which fallacies, we have been in 
the time of. theſe our late wars B ſo far in- 
veigled (I ſpeak to men now alive, who all 
know I ſpeak true) that ir- became then a 
moſt dangerqus thing, yea, treaſon it ſelf, ro 
ſay, Godſave the King , who was by this our 
Pulpit. rhetorick made as odious then through- 
| out the Land, as Popery, what ever it be, ever 
was or can be ? | And are not neighbours thus 
| abuſed daily almoſt in every thing?where is that 
man who hath not by ſuch like means been one 
| time or other induced, to think amiſs, even of 
! his:moſt innocent and deareſt friends , till 
himſelf by crial found the contrary. O but God 
' forbid, you will ſay, that ever we ſhould com by 
| trial toknow what Popery is. Sir , may it be far 
from us, ſo long as heaven pleaſes : Bur ith 
interim, what harm can it be to us to mitigate 
| our paſhons !. which if there be no miſtake, 
are prejudicial notwithſtanding to our own 
| peace; and if a miſtake there ſhould be , are 
; double injurious, and deſperately finful before 
God and man. Oh but miſt ake there can be none! 
Sir, let me tell you roundly. By your own 
Book of Apimadver ſions I do as clearly ſee, 
as ever I'beheld Sun in the Firmament , that 
youdo not your ſelf underſtand what Popery 
| 1s; cyen no more , then the pooreſt meanelt 
PCa- 
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peaſant in the Pariſh. But who is able comake {ril 


this good and clear unto you ?-no body Sir, 
ſo long as you are in paſſion , in a calm of in- 
differency, your yery ſelf. Nor conld I with- 
out that ſerenity , bave been ever able co dif: 


cern it. But yet , there is dne thing more, | 
which will hinder your acknowledgment, al- | 


chough you ſhould com ro know it. Ir is their 
intereſt to juſtify themſelys, and'yours to cons 
demn them. | 


Had not yon with your chreats ſo mucly | 


frighted me from any thoughtof writing any | 1 


more, I could I think my ſelf-{(who am in your 
judgement one of the grearelt: ingrams in the 
Land) make it yet appear that the preſent Po 


piſh Religion , if to pleas you they will pivo | 
me leay tocall it ſo, is not only leſs ugly-rhen | 
we conceive it, bat far more ifmocent and am | 


able then I haye made ic. And ;: if ther were 


not ſo much as one Catholik, or Romaniſt, or | 


Papiſt upon earth, yer ſo far am TI from any «n- 


ecreſt herin,that in that Judgment I would not- | 


withſtanding dy alone. Nor had I ſer betore 


my eyes any other end in that ty Fiat of mo- | 
deration , azainſt which you write your hot ! 
Animadvtrf9ns, then the peace and welfar of | 


my Countrey, which under the pretended ſha- 
dow of Popery , inflamed by the alarms of 
Ficars and their Wives, for whom we fight as 
it were pre 4s & focis , hates and milchiefs, 

| ſtrikes 
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am ſure, the pure quinteſfence of co 


(11) 
trikes and deſtzoyes one another without end. 
\nd yet (which is a ſtrange thing) whilft 
very one conceits himſelf ro fighr tor Pwrity 
of Goſpel againſt Popezy , they fight all for 
Popery againſt Parity of Goſpel. And this you 
/cannot deny, if you will but aver what in your 


Book of Amimadverſions you do your ſelf fo 
frequently aſſert, that what good foeyer the 


| Papifts or Roman Catholiks either do or have 
amongſt them , they haye and do the fame as 
Chriſtians and not as Papiſts ; and that Popery 
is it ſelf nothing els, bur pride, intereſt, am- 

'bition, tyranny , worldly reſpetts , thirſt of 
blood, afte&ation of Dominion, &c. As on 
the other {ide , grace charity and peace is, - 


the yery extract of true Religion, Eir 
1 had —h—_ to tell you, that you underſtand 
not what Popery is; or if yon do, you muſt 
| needs acknowledge , that thoſe who here in 
England betwixt the years of 1640. and 1660. 
; wich guns and daggers, as you often phralc it, 


' with field rhetorick and pulpit cannon, fub- 
| verted all before them, even Church and 
: Stare t00, let them call themſelys Puritans, 
' Independents, Presbyterians,or what they pleas, 


were all of them by this your own rule, as 
arch Papiſts as ever trode upon the earth. Nor 


| is it of concernment , ſo they haye the reality 


of the thing, whence they may borrow their 
name ; 


(12) 
name, whether ſome man upon earth betheir 
Pope , or whether the Devil be himſelf their 
ghoſtly father. | | 

And I fear Sir (give me leave to expreſs my 
fears) I do yery deeply fear, that you wer your | wort 
ſelf ſome part of that diſmal tempeſt , which | part - 
inthe laſt years of our woful Anarchy over-}| Or ar 
bore all before it, not-only Church and Stare, || Not v 
but reaſon, right, honeſty , all true Religion, || It ws 
and eyen good natur too. The very flaſhings || after 
of your - pen moye me to this thought. The || peop 
whole phyſiognomy of your Book ſpeaks | &le » 
the hot and fiery ſpiric of the Authour. Firſt, * then 
you cannot abide to hear of moderation , it is | rung 
with you moſt wicked, hypocritical, and devil- 
liſh, eſpecially as it coms from me. And for | 
this one thing Fiat Lex ſuffers more from you, || Fou 
then for all the contents of the Book pur to- || ring 
ether, My reaſon is your paſſion ; my mode- || #ru2/ 
ration inflames your wrath ; and you are ther- 
for ſtark wild, becaus I utter ſo much of ſo- cher 
briety. Secondly, your ſo frequent talking of | £0N 

ſword and blood, fire and faggot , guns and dag - | quen 
gers do more then ſhow , you have not yer ler } 4 4a 

Sothoſe hot and furious imaginations. And in 

2 phrenſy you upbraid your adverſary with | relli 

chat, which ſucceeded not as you would haye || Our! 

had ir in your ſelf. Thirdly , your prophetick | the 
aſſarance {o often inculcated, that if you cou/d || Sixt 
but once com to whiſper me in the ear, 1 would 


plainly 
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(13) 
plainly achnowledg, either that 1 underſtand not 
my ſelf what I ſay, or if I do,beleev it nat, givs 
a fair charaQer of thoſe fanatick times, wher- 
tn, ignorance. and hypocriſy prevailed _ oyer 
worth and truth ; wherof if your ſelf wer any 
part, it is no wonder you ſhonkd think that T 
or any man els, ſhould either ſpeak he knows 
not what , or belecy not what himſelf ſpeaks. 
It was the proper bads. of thoſe times ; when 
afcer the alarm ſounded in the Pulpit, that our 
people therupon went forth in troops to bat- 


tle , neither did the peaſant underſtand nor - 


the man in black beleey , alchough the ſound 


| rung generally in their ears', that ic was the 


| 


| 


| ſword of the Lord and of Gideon , which they 
| brandiſhe againſt the loyal band , their foes, 


Fourthly, your perr aflerrion fo often occur- 
ring in your Book , that ther 5s neither reaſon, 
truth, nor honeſty in my words , 15 but the over- 
flowing of that former intemperart zeal : and 
the more frequent it occurs, the leſs approba=- 
tion it will find. Fiftly, your ſharp and fre- 
quent menaces, that if I write or ſpeak again, 
1 ſhall hear more, finde more, feel more , move 10 
my ſmart, more then I imagmm,more then i would, 
relliſhes roo much of that inſulting hamour 
our poor bleeding Land then groaned under, 
the many years of our -anarchical confukon. 
Sixtly, the abſence of your name in the fron- 
tiſpiece of your book, which I have neyer be- 
tore 


(14) 
fore obſerved in all my life of any Proteſtant 
writer, that hath ever in my time ſer forth a 
book here in England againſt Popery, givs no 
{mall ſuſpicion that the Authour of our pu 
wadverſions is no ſuch Proreſtant as be would! 


be thought ro be. Laſtly, thac I may omic} 


other ſpecial reaſons, your other general trick 
of charging methen moſt of all with fraud, 
#gMorances and wickednes , when 1h your own 
heart you find me molt clear from any ſuch 


blemiſh, thereby to pur a vail upon your own f 


caus, which would otherways be diſparaged, | 


makes me ſmell a fox, a notorious one ; fic #o- | 
144 Viyſſes.This has been too often ated here , 
in Enplandto be ſoon forgotten. The better ' lie 
thecauſe, the lowder ſtill was the cry againſt | = 


thoſe who ſtood for it, that the bluſtering nois 
of calumnies might drown all report of their 
innocence. And by all this I cannot Sir but ; 
ſuſpeR, that if the deſcription of Popery your 
Animadyerſions gives us be right , you are a 


Papiſt your ſelf, a great one,and no true Pro- | 


teſtant. But as it 1s, ſolet it be, 

Thus much I only tell you, that you may ſee 
I am neither negle&ive. of your book , nor | 
idle; bur have peruſed and read it over. And 
although what for the threats of your Ams- 
madverſions, and what for the reaſons of my 


own Fiat Lux, I may not enter into contro- | 


yerſtes: yet I hope Imay lzt you know that 
bave 


oa 
all 


th 
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have ſeen your work. And that you may the 
better credit me, I will give you a ſhort ac- 


Ho= 
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{count of it, firſt in general , then in particu- 


lar. Er 
Allthe whole defisn of Fiat Lax youdo 


z utterly miſtake, throughout all your book of 


Animadverfions, {Oo that you conceiv thatto 


| be a Controverſy , which is none ; that-ro be 


abſolutely aflerred, which is but hypothetical- 
ly diſcourſed'i; that co be only for one fide, 
which is: indifferently for all ; alchough I 


| fpeak moſt for them that are moſt ſpoken a- 


| sainſt, and ani.in very deed abfolutely againſt 
| all fpeaking; <quarrelling, diſputing abour Re- 
| ligion. It you will bur have patience to hear 


aſt | my purpofe and defign, which to all men not 


intercſted ad blinded with a prejudice, is 


| clear enongh relucent inthe whole context of 


Fiat Lax, whar I faywilleafily appear toyour 
| ſelf. Frat Znx ſayes one thing, and ſuppoſes 

it, another thing he defires and aims at: that 
| be diflikes, this commends.. We are at this day 
at yariance. about Religion, this Fiat Lax 
ſuppoſes ? bur it were better to have peace, 
this he aims ac and defires. And boch theſe 


nd | things are imermingled up and down in 


» acrording to that ſmall faculty thar 
God hath given me, though not according to 
the uſual of Books now adayes. Here 
Sir in few words you have the whotke ſumme 
of 


of Fiat Lux. And I hope you wiltgrant that | 


(16) 


that to be the ſcope of my book, which I made 
it for. That we ate now at varience ismoſt.} «., 
clear and certain, by me ſuppoſed, and not t@ { x 
be denied. And that it wete better to have / j. 
peace, is as abſolutely expedient; as the other; ,. 
is evidently true. Theſe then being things | pe 
both of them which no man can reſiſt ; either | ;, 
by denying the one, or diſliking the other, I | 1, 
thought them better intermingled. than ſer | 
apart, and with more reaſon to be ſuppoſed- | ,, 
then induſtriouſly proved. Yer to ſuperinduce | (@ 
a diſpoſition unto peace, my only work was to | ,, 
demonſtrate an uſeleſnes,an endleſnes, anun-: | &; 
profitablenes of quarrels , which. I laboured' ! ,, 
quitethrough my book, beginning it with an 
intimation of our quarrels, which $. Pal calls | ,y 
the fruits and works of the fleſh, and ending; pr 
it with a commendation of charity, which is | a5 
the grear fruit and bleſſing of Gods holy Spi- pe 
rit. Now the eaſter to perlwade my Countrey- | ,;, 
men to a belief both. of the one and the other; | 

firſt, is inſinuated in Fiat Lux: both the ill | yy 
Srounds and worſt- effeds of feuds ; then is | 1; 
the plea of parties. ſpecified ; their probabi-- | ,;, 
lities acknowledged:; and laſtly an impoflabilt-' | ,,, 
ty of ever bringing our debates to a conclufi- | p,, 
on, either by light, or ſpiric, reafon or ſcriptur | ,,, 
texts, ſo long as we ſtand ſeparated from any | ;, 
ſaperiour judicative power unto. which all | - 
par- 


Ss 


| (17) 
a] parties will ſiibmit , is I chink with a ſtrong 
le.) probability; if. not demonſtrative evidence 
{TE} concluded; And therfor is it thought by Fiar 
'®'! Zzxto be more rational and Chriſtian like,to 
/C | leay theſe endles, groundles, and ruinous cott- 
fr | tentions ; and reſign our ſelys to humility and 
35 | peace: This is the defign and whole ſumm of 
fr | my book: And although I ſpeak up and down 
T | here for Papiſts, ther for Proteſtants, ellwhere 
et | for Presbyterians or Tudepenatnts, commonly 
d | out of the very diſcourſes they make for them- 
CS | ſelys; yecdo I not defend eicher their wayes 
0 : or their arguments. Nor do I teach any do- 
-: | Erin atall, or hold' there any opinion ; but 
<d | only giv to underſtand in that one lirtle book; 
ut | whats largely diſcourſed ina hundred ; T har 
Is | all parties do make out to themſelves ſuch a 
Ss | probability, which as it ſtands Joyned with che 
iS | atours reſolution, and ſeparated from any ſu- 
& | periour yiftible power to which they wilt ſub- 
y+ | mit, can never be ſubducd. And hath notlong 

| experience proved this as true as any thing els? 
lt * What is ther then in Fiat Zxx that can be de- 
iS | nied ? Is it not eyident that we are now at ya- 
1-- | riance? - and too long indeed haye been. Is ic 
I-' | not alſo clear, that peace, charity, and neigh- 
I- |bourhood is betcer than variance, diſfention, 
ur \and wars? do not. parties ſtrongly plead for 
1 | themſelvs, ſo far perſwaded each one that he 
»1s in the right, that he __ yield chat truth 


is 


(18) 
is with any but himſelf. Ts not all this evident? | 
I am fare it is , and all Znglaxd will witnes ic. 9 , 
And if any one ſhould be "ble to evince, that | ,, 
any reaſonings made in Fiar Lux either for | þ 
Papiſts, Proteſtants, or others, be not certain, y 
or perhaps not probable, yet he does nothing, | ;, 
except he be able to prove likewiſe, that they | if 
are not probable to Fig: Lux, or to thoſe that | , 
uſe them, whether Proteſtants or Papiſts ; 5 
which he can no more do , than he can pulla | 
{tar out of the firmament. I ſay Sir again, and | g; 
mark I pray you whar I ſay : If you ſhould y, 
chance to eyince, that the reaſons brought by : j;1 
Fiat Lax either tor thedo&rin or practiſes of | þ, 
Papifts or others , be either not probable or * ;, 
untrue , yer is your labour all in yain, except | 
you be able to demonitrate likewiſe, that they | ar 
are not probable to Fiat Lux, or to Papiſts | of 
and others who ufe thoſe reaſons : which you | an 
can no more do , then anything that is abſo-| ,f 
lucely impoſhble. By chis time Sir , you may | dg 
diſcern how hard it is to deal with Fiat £wx,} co 
and impoflible to confute him : fith he ſpeaks ! rr, 
nothing, but what is as clearly true and evi-} þe 
dent, as what we ſee at mid-day, Nor dolI in! yy; 
chis any way exalr the abilicy of the Auchour, | an, 


- whom you are pleaſed ſo much and frequently | yg 


to diſable. A Tomfool may ſay that,which all | 1G, 
the wiſemen inthe world cannot gain-fay : as 

hedid, who ſaid the Sun was aboye __ an, 
10Qr 


(19) 
it? | hour high at noon. Ic was Fiar Lex his for- 
it- 7 tune rather chen chois , to utter words which 
IT} will no ſooner be read than acknowledged. 
Or | Andit was your misfortune Sir ,'to employ 
in, * your greater talents in refading evident truths, 
g» | perhaps for noother reaſon , but becaus they 
ey ! i\ſued from the pen of a man , who is not fo 
Ut | great a friend to faRion as you could wiſh, 
7; | Andalthough you proceed very harſh and fi- 
la | riouſly ; yet aml verily perſwaded , you now 
nd | difcern;chough oo late for your credir, thar 
ud | you had all chis while, according to our Eng- 
by : liſh proverb, good Mr. Door, a wrong ſow 
Of | by theear. Thus farin general, Now briefly 
Or © to give you ſom acconnt in particular. 
PC} You ſpend four Chapters and a hundred 
ey | and eighteen pages, which is che fourth parc 
ſts | of your Book, before you com to the firſt line 
'OU | and paragraff of mine, The applans and hinour 
{0-| of this world, &c, And it is not unwitrily 
ay | done. For heing to be l:d, as yon heavily 
vx, complain, ont of your ordinary road of con- 
aks | troverſies, by the wilde chaſe of Fiat Lux, it 
vi-1 behoved you to draw ſom general common 
n' places of your own, for your ſelf to walk in, 
ur} and exerciſe your rhetorick and anger, before 
tly | you purſue a bird that flies nor, you ſay,in any 
all | xſual craR. 
as, Preface from page 1, 10 page 19 

an? Your preface, wherein you ſpeak of my 
our B 2 ſub- 


(20) 
ſubtilty and your own pretence,affords me no- 
thing but the beginning of your miſtake, 3 
which will run quite through your book. ; 

1 Chap. from page 19. 1029. | 
Your firſt Chapter beats me about the pate, 
for ſaying that I conceal my method , with a 

rerrible ſyllogiſtical dilemma, He that uſeth no * 
method, ſay you, cannot conceal it, and if he bath + 
concealed it, be hath uſed one. But I muſt paſs | 
by ſtore of ſuch doughty ſtuff , being only fir 
for the young Oxford Schollar , who. bein 
com home to take air, would prove before his 
father and mother, that two eggs were three. 
Then going on you deny,that Proteſtants ever 
oppoſed the merit of good works ; which at firſt 
I wondered at, ſeeing the ſound of it has runs 
ſo often in mine own.ears, and ſo many hun- 

dred books written in this laſt age , ſo appa- | 

rently witnes it in all places, till I found after- | 
wards in my thorow peruſal of your book,that 
you neither heed what you ſay , or how much 
you deny. Ar laſt givins a diſtinction of the 
intrinfick acceptability of our works, the eaſlier 
co ſilence me, you ſay as I ſay. 

2 Chap. from page 29. to 110. 

Your ſecond chapter colle&s out of Fiat 
Lnx,as you ſay,ten general conclufions,ſpread 
all over like veins and arteries, in the body of | 
that my book. And this you do that you may | | 
make your ſelf a campm Martins tO _— | 
with- 


NO+ 
ake, 


ate, 
th a 


th no © 
bath 
paſs | 
y far | 


iN 
he 
ree. 
PUEY 
arſt 
uns 
wn- 
Ppa- 
cer- 
that 
ach 
the 
lier 


Fiat 
ead 
of 
may 
in, 


ith- 


(21) Fl 
without confinement tro my method. But you 
name not any page of my book where thoſe 
principles may all or any of chem be. found ; 
and you do wiſely ; for in the ſens thoſe words 
do either naturally make our, or in which' you 
underſtand them, of all the whole ten I can 
hardly own any one. The farſt of my princi- 
ples muſt be this, That we received the Goſpel 
firſt from Rome. We, that is, we Engliſh firſt 
received it thence. But againſt this you re- 
ply, That we received it not firſt from Rome, but 
by Foſeph of eArimathea from Paleſtin, as Fiat 
Lux himſelf acknowledges. Sir, it Fiat Lux 
ſay both theſe things, he cannot mean 1n your 
contradifory fals ſens , but in his own true 
one : We, that is, we Engliſhmen, rhe now 
a&ual inhabitants of this Land, and progeny 
of the Saxons, received hrſt our Goſpel and 
Chriſtendom from Rowe, chough the Brittans 
that inhabited this Land before , differing as 
much from us as Antipodes , had ſome of them 
been Chriſtened long before us. And-yer the 
Chriſtendom chat prevailed and laſted among 


| the Brictans,even they alſo as well as we,had it 


| 


| 
' 
, 


fromRome t00,mark this likewiſe.But youreply, 
T howgh perſons from Rome aid firſt plant Chriſts- 
anity among the Saxons , was it the Popes Reli- 
gion they taught ? did the Pope firſt finde it our ? 
or did they Baptiſe in the name of the Pope?Good 
Sir, it wasthe Pops Religion, not inyented, 

B 3 but 


(22) 


but profeſt by him, and from him derived unto 
us by his mithoners. You adde, Dia mot the 
Goſpel come to Rome as well as tows* for it was 
wet firſt preached there, Sir, properly ſpeaking, 
it came not fo ro Rowe as it came tous.For one 


of the twelve fountains , nay two of the thir- 
reen, and thoſe the largeſt and greateſt was * 
transferred to Rome, which they watered with 


their blood : we had never any ſuch ſtanding 


fountain of our Chriſtian Religion here, but 


only a ſtream derived to us from thence. 


My ſecond aflertion muſt be , From: whom © 


we firſt received our Religion, with them we muſt 


fiil ebide, This prineip!e as it is never deli- 


vered by Fiat Lyx/, though yon pur it upon 
me, fo is 1t in the latitude it carries, and wher- 
in you underſtand ir, abſolutely fals , never 
thought of by me, and indeed impoſſible ; for 
bow can we abide with them in any truth, who 
may perhaps not abide in ic themſelys. Great 
part of- Flanders was firſt converted by Eng- 


liſhmen, and yet arethey not obliged , either | 
by Fiat Lxx or any lax whatſoever,to accom- | 


pany the Engliſh in our now preſent wayes. 
My third is, The Roman Religion is ſtill rhe 
ſame ? "This indeed: though I do no where 
formally expreſs it, yet I ſuppoſe it , becaus I 
knaw it hath been demonſtratively  proyed a 
hundred times over. You deny it has been pro- 
ved, why do you not then diſprove it ? becaus, 


Ju 
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you decline, ſay you , all'common places: very 
| ,fodol1 ; let us com then to proper ones. 
7 You fall then upon ay Queries in the end of 
7 my book: The Roman was once a true flouriſh» 
* ing Church, and if ſhe ever fell, ſve muſs fall 
| either by apoftacy, hereſy, or ſchiſm, &c. Sol 
: ſpeak there. And to this you reply , that the 
Charch that then was in the Apoſtles time, was 
»ndeed true, na that Roman Church that vow ts. 
So, ſo; thenſayI, that former true Churctt 
muſt fall chen,ſom time or other ; when did ſhe 
- fall? and how did ſhe fall? by apoſtacy, here- 
ſy, or ſchiſm ? Perhaps, ſay you, neither way : 
for ſhe might fall by an earthquake, Sir we ſpeak 
not here of any caſual or natural downfal or 
death of mortals by plague, famine or earth- 
quake, bur a moral and voluntary laps in faith, 
| What do you ſpeak to me of earthquakes! you 
' addetherfor the ſecond rtime,that ſhe might fall 
| by idolatry ; and ſo neither by apeſtacy, hereſy or 
| [thifew. Good Sir, idolatry is a mixt miſdemea- 
nour both in faith and manners, I fpeak of the 


| ſingle one of faith. And he that falls by ido- 
; *larry, if he keep ſtill ſome parts of Chriſtiani- 


ty entire, he falls by hereſy ; by apoſtacy , if 


| he keep none. Art haſt finding your ſelf pulled, 


inthe third place you lay on load ;, Sbe fel, 


| ſay you, by apoſtacy, idolatry, hereſy, ſchiſme, li- 
| centionſnes, and prophanenes of life. And in this 


you do, not much unlike the drunken youth, 
B 4 who 


(24) 
who being bid to hit his maſters finger with 


his, when he perceived he could not do it, he. 


ran his whole fiſt againſt it. But did ſhe fall 5 
by apoſtacy ? By a partial one, ſay yau ,. not a: | 


total owe. Good fir, in this diviſion , apoſtaſy. * 
is ſet to expres a total relaps ; in oppoſition to. ' 


hereſy, which is the partial. Did the then fall 
by hereſy , in adhering to any error in faich,. 


contrary to the. approved doQrin of the. ' 


Church ? Here you ſmile ſeriouſly , and tell 


me, that fince I rake the Roman and catholih, © 


Charch to be one , ſhe, could not indeed adhere to 


any thing but what ſhe did adhere unto. Sir, I 


take chem indeed to be one , but here I ſpeak 
ad beominem,c0 one that does not take them ſo. 


And then, it indeed the Roman Church had. : 


ever {werved in faith, as you ſay ſhe has, and 
be her ſelf but as an other ordinary particular 
Church, as-you ſay ſhe is ; then might you find 
ſome one or other more general Church , if 
any ther were, to judg her, ſom Oecumenical 


councel to condemn her, ſom fathers either - 


creek or latin, expreſly to write againſt her, 


as Proteſtants now do, ſom or other grave fo- - 


ſemn autority to cenſur her; or at leaſt ſom. 
company of beleeyers out of whoſe body ſhe 
went, and from whoſe faith ſhe fell : none of 
which fince you are not able to aflign., my 
Query remains unanſwered, and the Roman 
ſillas flouriſhing a Church, as eyer ſhe oe, 
pypyoreg « | The 
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The fourth aſſertion, frequently , fay you, 
ple aded by our Anthour ts ;, that all things as to 
religion were ever quiet and in peace, before the 


' 3 Proteſt ants relinquiſhment of the Roman Sea. 


# This principle'you- pretend is drawn out of 
3 Fiat Lux, not becaus it is there ; but only ro 
open adoor for your ſelf,to expatiate into ſom 
wide general diſcours , about the many wars, 
* diſtraQtions,and faRious altercations, that hay 
| been aforetime up and down the world,in ſom 
! ſeveral ages of Chriſtianity: And you ther- 
| for ſay it i frequently pleaded by me, becaus in- 
1 deed I never ſpeak one word of it. And it is 
{in truth a fals and fond afſertion. Though 
! neither you nor I can deny , that ſuch as keep 
2 unity of faith with that Church, can neyer {0 
long as they holdir, fall out upon thar ac- 
| count. 
Fifc is, that the firſt reformers were moſt of 

| them contemptible perſons , their means indiref?, 
| and ends ſiniſter. Where is it fir, where is it, 


- | that I meddle with any mens perſons , or ſay 


they arc contemptible. What and how many 


| are theſe perſons , and where did they live ? 


P35, ——_— 


Bur this you adde of your own, in a vaſt uni- 


* | verſal notion, to the end you may bring in the 


apoſUes and prophets, and ſom kings, into the 
| liſt of perſons by me ſurnamed contemptible, 
and liken my fpeech,who never ſpeak any ſach' 
thing, tothe ſarcaſms of Celſus, Lucian, Por- 

5 | phiry, 
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phiry, 7«lian, and other Pagans. So likewiſe 
in the very beginning of this your ſecond cha 
pter you ſpend four leaves ina paralel betwixt can 
me and the Pagan Cel/u#@, wherof ther is not & eye 
any one member of it true. Doth Fiat La, yh 
ſay you, lay the cans of all the troubles , diſor« \ ma; 
ders, tumults, wars within the Nations of Exrep \the 
pon the Proteſtants ? Doth he chavg the Prote» | the 
ftents that by their ſchiſms and ſcaitions they | ag; 
make 4 way for other revolts ? doth he gather a | Pr; 
rapſody of infignificant words ? dath he infoft up- | 
on their diviſions 3 doth he mannage the arga« | you 
ments of the Fews againſt Chriſt, &c. ſo doth | out 
Celſw , who is confuted by learned Origen, | ſhe 
&c. Where does Fiat Lux, where does, does | ſho 
he, does he any ſuch thing. Are you not aſha- | 
med co talk at this rate, I give a hint indeed of | fy, 
the diviſions that be amongſt us , and the fre- | T} 
quent argumentations that are made to imbroil ! yy 
and puſle one another, with our much evil and | þe 
little appearance of any good, in orderto uni- | ;þe 
ty and peace, which is the end of my diſcours. / yg 
Bur muſt I therfor be Cel/a« ? Did Celſu do | \y} 
anyſuch thing to ſuch an end? It is the end*'} 7, 
chat 'moraliſes and ſpecifies the aQion. ! ye 
To diminiſh Chriſtianity by upbraiding our | 4j 
frailties is paganiſh : to exhort to unity by | 
repreſenting the inconvenience of faion is a | yy 
Chriſtian and pious work. When honeſt Pro- | 
teltants in the Pulpic ſpeak ten times | 
d 


(27) 
full and vehemently againſt the divifions,wars 
a+ Fand contentions that be amongſt us, than ever 
Kc Icame intomy thoughts ; muſt they therfor be, 
ot $every one of them a Cel/w , a pagan Celſua ? 
v, 5 what ſtuff is this ! Bur itis not only my defa» 
re } mation you aim at , your own glory coms in 
" jthe reer. If I be Cel/ſ/w, the pagan Cel/as, 
e» {then muſt you forſooth be Origen that wrote 
7 | againſt him, honeſt Origen. That is the thing, 
@ | Pray fir, it is but a word, let me adyice you by 
> | the way, that you do not forget your ſelf in 
& 1 your heat, and give your wife occafion to fall 
; out with you. However you may, yet will not 
', | ſhe like it perhaps ſo well, that her husband 
S | ſhould beOriges. 
- | Myſixtprinciplemuſt be, that our departure 
F | from Rome hath been the cans of all our evils, 
- | This is but the ſame with the fourth, in other 
' words, but added for one to make up the num- 
| ber, and it is, you ſay, every where ſpread over 
* | the face of Fiat Lux. Sir you may ſay what 
» | youpleas tobe in his face , but I know belt 
 } whatis in the heart and bowels both of Fiat 
P | *Zux, and his authour. And fare I amthis ne- 
' 7 vercame intomy thoughts. Our difſentions in 
' | faith' may well multiply, as we ſee with our 
| | eyesthey do, by our further departur from 
\ | unity; and this may caus much evil. But the 
| branches of our too too manifold evils found 
{ among the ſons of men, ſpread all,as Fiat = 
ano 


(28) 


alſo ſpeaks, from that ferti] root of our innate} 1 
* concupiſcence, which by evil cuſtoms riſes upſ} «tc: 
into a thick bole of vitious inclinations, whilef An 
we {tudy not to impair but rather to augment pi0 
and nouriſh ic. However I muſt give you leay} p10 
eo number this among my filly principles , ro No! 
the end you may talk more copiouſly of chef all, 
diſputes, and wars and broils that are and have} wO 
been in ſeyeral parts of Chriſtendom, and fall] me 
again into your much affe&ed and often itera- } as 
red rhetorical ſtrain, So the Pagans judged the | YO 
Premitive Chriſtians, &c. | 
Seventh is, There # noremeay of our evils, | 
but by a returnal to the Roman Sea, This and } 4 
the principle foregoing , had not you warily q up 
cloven a hair, had been all one , and both are | al 
equally mine. But fir , that may remedy our | dc 
difference in faith, which neither can nor wilt \ W 
prevent varieties in philoſophy or other world- | © 
ly judgements : nor conſidering the infinite ſe 
diverſity of mens humours , is there any one ! 
thing equally prevalent with all men, and at fi 
all rimes, to the like goodeffeR , and if it do |} 1 
certainly help one eyil,it is not therfor a reme- } 'N 
dy for all. But it ſeems you have yet alittle } 0 
more mirth and choller to vent, and therfor I ] © 
muſt permit you to adde this principle for \ \ 
mine,thac you may ſmilingly conſider, how the | 
Romans ſhould cure our evils,that cannot pre- } ? 
yene diſorders diff:zrences and fins amongſt 
&hemſelys. * The 


nat 
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The eighr follows, T hat Scriptur on ſundry 


$ upy accounts is inſufficient to ſettle us in the trath, * 


hi 
ent 


. 
» | 


And'inthis you flouriſh and triumph moſt co- 
piouſly for fifteen pages togerher,as the cham- 
pion of the word of God. Bur fir, you ſpeak 
not one word to the purpos, or againſt me at 


1 all, if I had deliyered any ſuch principle. Gods 


word is both the. ſafficient and only neceſſary 


1 means both of our conyerfton and ſettlement 


as well in truth as yertue, But fir, the thing 
you heed not, and unto which I onely ſpeak, 1s 
this : If the ſcripture be in two hands, for ex- 
ample of -che Proteſtant Church in England, 
and of the Puritan who with that ſcriptur roſe 
up and rebelled againſt her , can the ſcriptur 


| alone of it (elf decide the bufines, how ſhall ic 
| doit, has it ever don it? or can that written 


word now ſolitary and in private hands ſo ſet- 
tle any in a way that neither himſelf, nor pre- 
ſent adherents, nor future generations ſhall 


| queſtion ir,or with as much probability diſſenc 


from it either totally or in part, as himſelf farſt 
ſet it. This fir is the caſe, unto which you do 


\ neither here nor in all your whole book ſpeak 


one word. And what you ſpeak otherwis of 
the ſcripturs excellency , I allow it for good. 
What is not againſt me, is with me. 

Ninth, The Pope # a good man and ſeeks no- 
thing but our goed, This alſo I no where aver. 
For I neyer ſaw him , nor haye any ſuch ac- 

| quain= 
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quaintance with him , as tro know whether he 
be a good man or no, though in charity I do 


not uſe to judg hardly of any body. Much leſs | jud 


could I ſay, chat he whom I know to haye a 
peneral ſolicitude for all Churches , ſeeks no- 
thing but our good. Sir, if I had pondred 
my words in Fiat /ux, no better than you heed | 
yours in your eAnimadverſfions upon it , they 
might even go together both of them to lap 
pepper and ſpices, <. ſom other yer more vile | 
emploiment, | 
Tenth, that the devotion of Cathalibs far \ 
tranſcends that of Proteſtants. Bux fir 1 neyer | 
made in Fiat lux any compariſon between | 
their deyotions ; nor can I ſay how much the * 
one is, or how little the other.: But you are ' 
the maddeſt Commentatour I have ever ſeen, 
you firſt make the Text, and then Animadver. | 
fens upon it. Here at length you conclude | 
your chapter, and would, ſay you, your book al- | 
fe; if you had none to deal with but ingenions | 
and judicions readers, It ſeems whit follows, is 
for readers neither judicious nor ingenious. 
And becaus I knew you took me for one of 
thoſe, I went on in my view. Indeed, had I 
not andertaken to give you anaccount of your 


na 
git 
gr 
th 


whole book , I could have been well content 
c0 ſtop here with ingenious and judicious rea * 
ders, and look no further. Doubtles in this | 
affair good wits will jamp. You would write 
no 


(31) 
no more had you none but judicions readers, 
and theſe will read no more becaus they are 


eſs | judicious. But I poor aſs muſt jogge on. 


3 ch. from page 110 t0 119, 
Your third chapter concerns my preface, 
which-in part you allow , and partly dillike. 


ed | And I am equally content with both. 
ey | 4.0r 5 ch, from page 119to148. 


Your foarth chapter by miſtake of preſs is 


lo | named Fift, and ſo I muſt here call it. Ic be- 
| gins my book, and takes up five of my para- 
» | graffsat once, You have lojtered long abour 
-F | the gate like a trifling idlesbee, and mean now 
n it ſeems, when you com to my own words, to 
& © g0 nimbly over them, as of lefler concern- 
e | ment then your own foreſtalled conceits, 
1, | Which you have hitherto made ſport with. You 
.. | firftſer up a maypole and then danced abour 
e | it, andnow at length half tired and almoſt 
', | outof breath, you come home to me. 
5s | My truſt paragraff about Diverſity of fends 
3 } youdonot much except againſt. Burt I ſee you 
} do not affe@rhe /chvo/men, haply for the ſame 


\reaſon the French loye not Talbot, havin 
been uſed in their infancy to be frighted with 
that name. Howeyer you think I haye good 
reaſon tomake honourable mention of them, 


| | becaus they were, fay you, the hammerers and 


| forgers of Popery, Alas fir, I fee that anger 
ſpoils your metnory ; for in the ewelfch = 
thir- 


(32) 
' thirteenth chapter of that very book of your 
Animadverſions , you make Popery to be ham- 
mered and forged not a few hundreds of years; 
before any ſch»o[men were extant. -You check 
me alſo for ſaying, that reformation of religi- 
on is pretended by emulous Plebeians , as 
though lay you, Hezehiah; Feſrah, and other good 
Kings and Princes alſo of our own were emulous | 
plebeians. But fir, when I ſay in Fiat lux p. 20. 
what glory the emulonus plebeian ſees given 10 
bigher (pirits, 8c. 1 only ſpeak of the times of 
vulgar inſurre&ion againſt autority ; as all men | 
ſee except your ſelf, who will not- 
.» My ſecond paragraffof the Grownd of quar- 
rel; you like well , and explicate it with a text * 
to help me out, I conld not haply tell, how to 
cite fames, the fourth chapter , the firſt and 
ſecond vers of that chapter , wichout your | 
help. However, it is kindnes though it be but 
cours, as fir Thomas Moor told his maid, when | 
ſhe kift him as he was going to execution , and | 
ſoI take it. | 

My third paragraft about »allity of title 
would , you think, eyery period of it confute 
my ſelf. But that ſaying of S. Paxl, An a voba 
verbum Dei proceſſit an ad vos ſolos pervenit, 
which I make uſe of to ſtop the mouth of all 
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vitilitigatours in religion, was cited by me, you * 


think i» an unbappy hour, becars, ſay you, ther is 
% not any one ſingle text of ſcriptur more fatal 
fo 
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to Papal pretenfions. And why ſo Sir? becats 
the Goſpel you ſay , came to Rome as well as it 
came to us here in £»gland. To this Sir I have 
already told you , that it came not to us as it 
came to Rome : and now Itell you again, that 
it came to us from Rome,and not to Ree from 


1 ns. Andtherfor is that text fatal to us, nor 


ro them: Ir may open their months; bur I am 
ſure it ſtops ours, 

Heats and reſolutions, the ſubje& of my 
fourth paragraff,which your ſelf will not coun- 
trenance, you will not permit me to diſlike: 
You maytalk againſt them, but 1 may not; 
But I may be excuſed ; for I knew not then, 


| ſuch a man of art as your ſelf, would ſpeak of 


that he underſtood berter then I do, 

The motives of moderation in my f1xt para- 
graft you laugh at; and I will not ſtop your 
merriment. But in all this ſay you Fiat lux 
hath a ſecret deſign , which your eagle-ſighted 
eye has diſcovered. And in vain i. the net 
ſpread before the eyes of a thing that hath a 'wing. 
And I muſt know , that the authour of Axs- 


*nadver ſions, is that thing that hath a wing, 


6 ch, from page 148 10177. 

Your fixt chapter, which meets juſt with my 
ſixt paragraff of the. obſcurity of God, in the 
beginning , where you declare the:fuFctenc 
knowleds we have of God by divine nevelatt- 
on, whereunto by. our —_— belcef we: have 

ſab- 


(34) 
ſabſcribed our conſent , is right and good ; 
but not art all againſt me,who there treat a caſe 
of metaphyſical concernment, which you ap- 
prehend not. It is no wonder then,you ſhould 
fo much diſlike all that my plea of uncertain- 
ty, not only before any teacher appear, but af- 
ter too; whiles you take the teacher and his 
words as they walk hand in hand aQtually link 
together with our beleef in him ; which aRual 
beleef my ſuppoktion ſuſpends and ſeparates, 


to the end I may conſider whether any ſuch | 


reacher can appear ſo accompliſht as to move | 


us, who live in this preſent age, and coin re- 


ligzon anew, toa beleet invariable; fo that ' 
chrough your too much haſte you utterly mi- | 


ſtake all my whole diſcours, and ſpeak nothing 
atall co the caſe I creat of. I ſpeak wholly 
there, as in-other parts of Fiat lux, upon a 
ſuppoſition of the condition, the generality of 
' people are now aRually in, herein England, 
where every one lets himſelf looſe at pleaſure 
co frame opinions and religions of themſelys, 
And ſo cannot be thought ro ſpeak of a ſer- 
tled beleef, but only of ſertling one,or one to 
be ſettled; which there and elswhere in that 
book; Lindeayour to ſhow impoilible to be ſo 
nxedly {tated by any private man, but that 
bimſelf:and others may rationally. doubr it. 


Andthat therfor our only way isto beleev and 


not diſpute, to ſubmit to.che old way we dn 
Or- 
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formerly received , and not to ſurmiſe a new, 
This is the very ſubſtance ſcope: and purpos 
not only of that paragraff , bur of my whole 
book , which you do as utterly ſwery from, 
as ever any blinded man, put cothraſha cock, 
miſplaced his blow. Perhaps it is bard for you 
to conceiy your ſelf in a ſtate you are not atu- 
ally in at preſent : and if you cannot do this, 
you will be abſolutely unkic tro deal with ſuch 
hypothetick diſcourſes, as I ſee indeed you are. 
Bellarmins little catechsſe had been a fitter 
book for. you to write Animadver fions upon, 
than my Fiat [ax, There is good pofitiye do- 
rin, ſigned bic & #anc, and ſpecified to your 
inclination and capacicy , I meddle not with 
any; I deliver no poſitive doatrin at all; I 
never deſcend to any particular concluhon or 
theſs of faith; I defend no opinion but only 
this, Thet every opinion # defenſible , and yet 
none impregnable. Do you not bluſh far, to ſee 
your own groſs miſtake. God is my witnes, 
when I finde you, miſled by your own errour, 
ſo furiouſly to tax me with ignorance, fraud, 


* blaſphemy, atheiſme , I cannor but pircy you. 


And generally you talk at random , as well in 
this chapter as others. L2: me give ſome Jit- 
tle. hint of it in particular. 

Where 1 in my foreſaid paragraff ſay- that 
differences of faith in its branches arg apt #9 in- 
fer a ſreſpition in its very root, and conſequently 

C 2 athe- 


(36) 
atheiſme. To this you reply; that That diſcouvs 
of mine is all rotten : that Chriſtian religion it 
ſelf might thus be queſtioned : that it ts the ar- 
gument of the pagan Celſiu : that [uch conteſts 
have ever been ; that Proteſtants are reſolved : 
chat Catholiks turn atheiſts as well 4s others : 
that our religion # the ſame yeſterday and to 
day : that our evils are from our ſelves , &c. 
Doth this talk concern or plead to my aſſerti- 
on ? I know all this, as well as you ; but that 
it is nothins to the purpos, that I know,and it 
ſeems you do not. Though all this you ſay be 
true, yer ſtill it remains notwithſtanding as true 
and certain as it was before, and that is certain 
enough, Thar difference of faith in its bran- 
ches are apt to inferre a ſuſpicion in its very 
root , and conſequently atheiſm. You have 
but beaten the air. 
So likewiſe unto all that diſcours of mine, 
If the Papift or Roman Cathelik,who firſt broug ht 
rus the news of our Chriſtianity, be now becom ſo 
odions, then may likewiſe the whole ſtory of our 
Chriſtiamty be at length thought a Romance, 
You ſpeak with the like extrayagancy , and 
mind not my hypothetick art all,to ſpeak direQ- 
Iyto my inference, as it became a man of arr 
to do. But negleQting my conſequence, which 
in that diſcours is principally and ſolely in- 
tended, you ſeem to deny my ſuppoſition, 
which, if my diſcours had beendrawn = a 
yl- 


'F 
it 


5 ww T5 jj _ mas W » 0 WW we 


WW yy SF Y WW GT 5 2 WW 


3 o&# £t 


(37) 
ſyllogiſme, would haye been the minor part of 
ic ; And it conſiſts of two categories ; firſt 
that the Papiſt is mow becom odious : {econd, 
that the Papiſt delivered us the firſt news of 
Chriſtianity. The firſt of cheſe you lictle heed, 
the ſecond you deny, That the Papiſt lay you, 
or Roman catholih. farſt brought Chriſh and his 
(briſtianity into this land is moſþ untrue, 1 won» 
der, &c. And your reaſon is, becaus if any 
Romans came hither, they were not Papsſts, and 
indeed our Chriſtiavity came from the. Eaſb, 
namely by Zoſeph of Arimathea, &c. And this 
is all you ſay to my hyporhetick or conditional 
ratiocination ; as if I had ſaid nothing at all 
bur that one abſolute category,which being de- - 
livered before, I now onely ſuppoſe. You uſe 
to call me a civil logician, bur I feara natural 
one as you are, will hardly be able to, juſtify 
this motion of yours as artificial. A con- 
ditional hath a verity of its own , ſo far 
differing from the ſuppoſed category,that this 
being fals that may yer be true. For example, 
if I ſhould fay thus: A: man who hath wings 
as an eagle, or if aman had wings as an eagle, 
he might fly in the air, as well as another bird. 
And ſuch an aſſertion is not to be canfuted by 
proving that a man hath not the wings of an 
eagle, Y et ſo you deal with me here,a great may 
ſter of arts wich a civil logician.Bur,that Imay 
go along wich you, we had not fr.our Chris 
- C 3 ſtianicy 
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Nianity immediately froitt the Eaſt , nor from 
Poſeph of Arimarhea,ds have atready told you, 
we Engliſhitten had tot; 'For as he defivered 
his Chriſtianity co ſorii Britrons , when our 


land was not called Evgfaid but Albi ot | 


Brittany, and che inhabirants were nor Eng- 
liſhmen But Beicrons or Kitnbriats; (6 likewiſe 
did that Chriſtianity an tlie whole news of it 
quite vanifh, being fodainly overwſtetmed by 
the ancient deluge of pagatiifme : nor did it 
ever-comefroin therh f0' ts, Nay the Britrons 
themſefyes rad ſo forgot and loft it, that Even 
they alfo needed 'n ſecynd converſion,” which 
they receivid from Pope Blentherins. And chat 
ws the only news'of Chitftiatity which pre- 
valedzndTaffed ever! tnidnpft the yery Brir= 
tors whith feeins ro the a preat ſecret of di- 
vihe Providence in planting and governing his 
Chatch', as if he would have nothing to 
Aant firm and Hffting but what was immedi- 
ately fixed by and ſeared wpor that rock, For 
all other cyriverfionsfave-yaniſht, andthe ve- 
ry fears of 'tfie orher ApolHes faite; thar all 
the che bereer cement in an unity of one 
head. *Naythe tables which God wrote with 
his own hand were broken; bir the other writ- 
ten by Moſes remained, that we might learn to 
give a dhe reſpect tofity whom God harh ſet 
over ns a5 our head and ruler under him, and 
noneexaft himſelf againſt him. F know you 
Wi 
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will latgh at this my obſeryation, but I cannot 


8 but cell you what I think. Fo return then eo 


my former diſcours ; when I ſpeak good fir, 


* of thenews of Chriſtianity firſt broughe r6 
7 this land ; 1 mean not that which was firſt 
—_ upon the earth or ſoil ofthis land, 


and ſpoken to any body then dwelling here;but 


4 which was'delivered to the forefathers of the 
! now preſent inhabitants, who be Saxes or Eng+ 
! liſhmen, And I fay that we , the tiow preſent 
$ inhabitants of Z»g ana, off-ſpring ofthe Eng- 
7 liſhot Saxons, had the firſt news of our Clint» 
7 ſtianity immediately frotn Rowe,and from Pope 
| Gregoris the Roman Partriarchy/ by the hands 
! of his miflioner Saint Anftin. And this all 
| men know to be as true, as they kriow , that 


Papiſts are now becom odious. Sitly then the 
categorick aſſertions are both clear ; namely 
that the Papiſt firft brought us the news of 
Chriſtiatrity , and ſecondly, that the Papiſt is 


now become- odiouis amongſt us ; what fay 


! yon to my conſequence ? that the whole ſtory 
{ of Chri itanity may as well be deemed a Ro« 


mance, as any part of that Chriſttanity we at 


| firſt received , is now judged tobe part of & 
Romance, This conſequence of mine it be- 


hoyed a man of thoſe great parts yoir would 
be thought to have , to heed attentiyely , and 
yet you never mind 1t. 
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You adde in the cloſe of.your diſcours; that | ſupp 
many things delivered ws at: firſt with,the firſs | ther 
pews of Chriſtianity may be afterwards rejeed || mol 
for the lave of Chriſt and by the commiſſion -of | whi 
Chriſt ? Bur ſir, what Jove of ChriſtdiQares, | plai 
what commiſſion of Chriſt allows. yon, to || and 
choos ahd reje& at your own pleaſure? what || I di 
heretick was eyer ſo much a fool , as. notto || Ani 
pretend the love of Chriſt and cammuſon of | this 
Chriſt for what he did ? How ſhall any one | del 
know youdo it, out of any ſuch either love or || S. / 
commiſſion ?-ſith choſe who deliveredehe arti- || or | 
cles of faich- now reje&ed:, pretended. equal | ſoc! 
love of 'Chriſt and commiſſion of Chriſt, for | int: 
the delivery of them , as of any other. And | we 
why may we not at length rejed all the reſt, | gat 
for love of ſomthing cls ? when this loye of I 
Chriſt.,. which is now crept out into the very | ſub 
ouelide of our lips, is ſlipt off thence. Do | lan 
you think men cannot finde a cayil againſt |} on 

im, as well as his law deliyered_ unto us with |} Re 
the firſt news of him? and as eaſily dig up the } xet 
root, as.cut up the branches. Is not the thing | pa 
already don , and many becom atheiſts upon » | Yo 
that account. Pray ſpeak to me —_— of |} ac 
reaſon. Did not the Jews by pretens of their | fat 
loveto that immortal God , whom their fore- |} ch 
fathers ſerved,reje& che whole goſpel at once? A 
and why may not we poſſibly as well doir by | fir 
peece meals ! Let us leay cayils : Grant = 
up- 
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ſuppoſition which you know you cannot. deny; 
then ſpeak to my conſequence which I deem 
moſt ſtrong and. good , toinfer a concluſron 
which neither, you nor I can granc. I cell yog 
plainly andwichout tergiverſation,before God 
and all his holy angels , whar I ſhould thipk if 
I deſcended unto any conclufion in this affair, 
And it is this: either the Papiſt, who holds ax 
this day all thoſe articles of faich which were 
delivered atthe farſt converſion of this land by 
S. A»ſtin,is unjuitly becom odiouFamong(t us; 
or els my haneſt Parſons chrow off your.:caf- 


| | ſocks, and reſign your benefices and glebe-lands 
{ into the hands of your neighbours, whoſe-they 


| 


} 


were aforetime ; my conſequence is urefra- 
gable, 10 
If any part, much more if many parts, great 
ſubſtantial parts of religion brought into the 
land with the firſt news of Chriſtianity., be 
once rejeted (as they are now amongſt us) as 
Romiſh or Romancical, and that reje&ion or 
reformation be permitted , . then may other 


parts and all parts, it the gap be not o thr 
er 
Fo 


Yookt upon art length as points of no 


a condition. Nay it muſt needs be ſo : for tt 
ſame way and means that lopt off ſom bran- 
ches will do the like to others, and root too 
A villification of that Church, wherein they 
find themfelys who have a minde to prevari- 
cate, upon pretens of Scriptur and power of 
Inter- 


(42) 
interpreting it, lighr, ſpirit, or reaſon,adjoyns 
et wich a perſonal bbſtinacy chat will not ſub- 
it; will do it rotintdly and to effeR. This firſt 
brought 6ff the Proteſtants from theRotiiati þ 
exholick Chnrch:; this lately ſeparated vhe-þ 
Peeabytcrian froth the Engliſh Proreftau$ 
Cluitth, the Independent from the PresbytertF 
ah; the Quaker fybth the other Independents, 
And this laſt go6d that heeds nothing of Chri- [whe! 
Nan religion hilt bay the hora! part ; which Fr 
i-deed ard trith 75 'bue honeſt paganifme, Iſcrip 
This fpeech is worthy of all ferions confide= [{pea 
Patfor: And T'eontd wiſh you weld ponder fcath 
it ſeriouſly. See if the Duaker deny not-a8 fothe 
relolttely the regenerating power of baptiſm, [frufl 
as you the efficacy of abſolution. See if the }are a 
Prejbjterian do not with as much reaſon eva- [ther 
eiace the prelacy of Proteſtants , as they the [<1es, 
Papady, Set if the Sccinian arguments againſt fries, 
the'Frinity; be not as ſtrons as yours againſt | not 
' Me Euchariſt See if the Few do not with as | to d 
fnch planſibillty deride Chrift , as you his | out 
Chnteh. See if Porphiry, Julian , and other |tjrp 
ancient pagans'do not as ſtrongly confure alf | lips 
Chriſtianity, as we any part of it. He is a foo! | The 
that having a will and power enough , cannot | and 
find'out as plauſible a pretence for the pulling | tif 
down of churches , as we had any for the de- 1 
ſtroying of monaſteries. Ther be books late- | ed 
ly ſet forth, and by more thefi one — wha 
| whic 
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+ Ihich dogs powerfully difttpate the e6neetr 
e 6nce had of hell, as any ever did tude 
Pargatory. Did we not lately find out rexts 
and reaſonings againſt ourKing and monarthy, 
is * many as we found out long ago aStinſt 
Pope and popery ? Gods providence ahd ont 
Fouls mmortality if any lift codeny ». ita 
> ſhave more abundant argninentations room 
= {where occurting , than atly other piece of 
t Jpopery now rejeRed eyer felt. If one tekt of 
« [ſcriptur deby a trope of thetorick rtrade to 


i 
s [ſpeak a ſens; contrary to whar was believed ih 
r jcatholick times in atty one point, cannotats- 
$ fother text by fome fach ſlight be forced'to 
> [fruſtrate another, And thus when all articits 
: Jare ar laſt by ſich tricks of wit cafhiered,. cat 
- [ther be wanting ſeveral appearing incongrm* 
* [ties, contradi&ions, tautologies, improbabllt 
fries, to difable alt holy weir at once. Att tan- 
[nor the Jew {ford ts ar laft arguments etidugh, 
| [£5 dillipare ar fengrhi the very name of Chriſt 
| | out of the world, which after the whole &x- 
( tirpation of His Jaw will bur. float on trens 
| lips like anertipty ſhadow , till ic quite vaniſh; 
| | Thefe things fir, are nor only crue , but clear 
| [andevident, * And nothing is wanting to Jus 
ſtify. chem; bar a ſerions confideration. 
Thele'tew words fir, which I have beſtow- 
ed upon yon by way of ſupererogarion, above 


dif- 


| what I needed, will ſorwhat enlighten you rs | 
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diſcern the-foodneſs and neceſſity of my cong 
ſequence. If the Papiſt who firſt brought us tif 
news of Chriſtianity be n1w becom odious , the 
may all Chriſtianity at length be thought a k 
mance, 8c. Religion like a hous,if a breach 
once made and not repaired to former unity 
will by degrees all moulder away, till no on 
room be left intire.. | 

7 ch. from page 177. t0. 188. 

Your ſevench c —-ha figithed in five leaf m- - 
rans, or flies over, no leſs than four of my pa; ng 
ragraffs at once , which make up above fiftyþ,,?., 

es, cancerning the obſcurity of Narare, 1: 
= Providence, All which diſcours of . ming 
is, you ſay, nothing to my purpoſe, bur foilted in 
for 4 blinde to entertain my readers, But ſir, 
thaſe judicious readets you lacely left behindþy;c... 
you , that diſcern my purpos hetter than Iþ,.... 
ſee you do, will tell you , char it is ſo much rof,, x 
my.purpos , that nothing could be more. Atf;.. 
leaſt you ler all paſs without either cenſure orh.. 3 
commendation, till you meet happily at length, , 
wich a word or too of mine (ler fall in myþy... 
ninth paragraff called Help) about ſcriptart.Þ/ 
This makes your heart leap; ic is a common 
place you know how to ſport in , and you ne-|,..., 
ver m2et with that ſound , but it makes you pos 

> . . . p 
dance. Your chapter then, which is wrictenÞ,, 

againſt all my philoſophical diſcours of nature | 4.1;, 

and providence , is called: ſcripture vindicated, |; 

AY þ 


th 
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2s though I had induſtriouſly wrote againſt 
Fcripture. And cherin you ſweetly dilate upon 
The excellency and goodneſs of the wordof 
30d, as if I had any way diminiſhed it, or po* 
tively wrote againſt it ; Juſt according to the 
one of our late diſmal times. Lord, 1 ans fer 
$-y cans Lord , IT am left alone to plead thy cans 
rd againſt thine enemies. But fir , the few 
n ords I there ſpeak, only incidentally, in the 
4nd of that my paxagraff called Help, concern- 
P7Bng the ſurmiſes that men may have abour ſcri- 
ture, as they be but a ſmall part of the many, 
#"which I know to be now vented up and down 
"he land in this our preſent ſtate of ſeparation 
fone from another ; ſo it I had nor given ſom 
ouch of them in that meraphyſick abſtracted 
Wliſcours of Fiat lax , which proceeds, as I 
ave ſaid, upon a ſuppoſition of our chooſing 

F and making religions here in England at plea- 
*/Fur, unto endles differences and diviſions, it 
ad been a maimed and imperfe& work , and 
Miro wayes ſatisfactory unto thoſe judicious rea- 
YEMecrs unto whomlT write, though you do nor. 
**[And I cannot bur tell you , whatſoever you 
MIthink of your ſelf, you are in truth but a weak 
--Iman, except you diſſemble and miſtake on pur- 
Ubos, to take that as ſpoken abſolutely by me, 
Mand by way of poſitive doarin , which I only 
*]deliver upon an hypotheſis apparent to all the 
: world beſides your ſelf. I ſpeak upona ſuppo- 
t,0n 


* 
» OL 
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frion of doubting , which theſe times hayand 
brought upon us, of interpreting, accepting all 
rejafting, framing, forging religions and opt|cv15 
aionsto our ſelyes ; and you reply againſt me[My | 
words and diſcourſes that preſuppoſe an aſlentPtur 
ef þelecving. If a man beleey,he cannot douhbg Mir: 
And ifhe doubt noc of che ſcriptures truth $i * 
he cannot make exceptions againſt any of iry|*Þat 
properties. But if any begin to queſtion this, WFO 
or that, or other part of do&rin contained injand 
ſcriptur , and delivered by thoſe who firſ}thei 
braught it, as every one does who ſwerve 
from the Church he found himſelf in, then} 1: 
I ſuppoſe ſuch a one doybrs. And beingP3*3 
now thefeby ſeparated from that body of he. W00 
leevers to which he before by faith adhered, heg at 
cannot now left to himſelf, but proceed , iff xcl 
he give attendance to the condu& of his own|ficle 
ſurmiſing choughes, ro more ſuſpicions than IÞF4# 
was willing to expreſs. | | thou 
But fir, what you ſay here, and ſo ofcen up 
and down your book, of Papiſts contempt of s'f0 
{criptur, I b2ſeech you will pleaſe to abſtain t 
from ic for the time rocom : I have converſed |} Þ* 
with the Roman catholiks of France, Flavuders, 
and Germany; I have read more of their books; 
20th hiſtories , contemplatives , and ſchola» And 
ftick divines, than I beleey you haye ever ſeen I 
or heard of, I haye ſeen the devotion both of [7"e 
common peoplz, colledges of ſacred R_ 20s. 
an 
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weland religious hauſes , 1 haye'communed with 
all ſorts of people , and peryſed their equy- 
pcels, And after all this, I tgll yaits-end out of 
my love I tell you, that thew refpeR to. ſcris 
ned pcuro is real, abſolute ang cordial eyen eq addy 


be, miration. Others may talk of it, bur they g&- 


hit, and wanld be ready to.ſtone that man 
irs that ſhould diminiſh holy wric. Let us: ner 
is,| wrong the innocent. The ſcriptur is theirs, 
inJand Jeſus Chriſt is theirs, who alſo will plead 
r#} their caus when he ſees time. "q 
[63 8 cb. from page 188 tor198, _ 

end 1n your eight chapter, which falls upon my 
as paragraff of Reaſon , you are abſolutely ina 
e.4 wood, and wonder more then ordinary., bow 
heg chat diſcours of mine, concerning reaſon to be 
iff excluded from the imploiment of framing ar- 
;n{Iticles of religion, can any wayes concers Prote= 
I ants, or be a:confutatian of Prateflants. As 
though Fiat lax were written to any ſuch 
1p]concernmentagainſt Proteſtants. Your head 
of fis'{o full, it ſeems of that-controverting facul- 
ins for Proteſtants againſt Papiſts , that if Pope- 
4 (7 be but mentioned in a book wichout an epi- 
s, ther of deteſtation , you conclude preſently, 
sz| at the book is written againſt Proteſtants. 
1 |And-if every thing therin contained, anſwer 
n10t the idea of your brain, then it is imperti- 
of [2enc with you, it is fally, it-is befides the par- 
54808. And this cenſur you have given , ſtill as 
you 


* excellency of Gods word. 1 told you in Fiat lux, 


you have gone along all my whole book hi- ny 
therto, of every part and parcel of ic , even f 
from my preface to this preſent paragraff off ' q 
Reaſox. Y on cannot ſee how all that vain flou- b 
riſhing diſcours of mine, concerning diverſi-} ?* 
ty-of feuds, _ of quarrels, nullity-of title, 
heats and reſolution, motives to moderation, 
obſcurity of God, natur and providence , orf . 1 
the like, ſhould confate Proteſt ancy, or any way K 
concern Proteſtants. And therfor it is wholly h 
impertinent. Thus the famous Knight, when q 
he had once conceived an idea of -his own} © 
errantry, every flock of ſheep muſt be an ar- po 
my , and eyery wind-mill a giant, or els it is 1 
impertinent to Dox Qxixot. 


9 ch. from page 198 to 213. WT 
- Your ninth chapter upon my paragraff of ht 


Light and Spirit , is wholly ſpent, neglecting _ 
all my other diſcours , in folying the fewsſh ob- 
zeftion, which I anſwer my ſelf: And if you have} 
added any thing better than mine, I ſhall be} 
thankful for it as ſoonas I ſee ir. Bur I fear +P? 
your yaunting flouriſhes about ſcriptur which]K*® 
you loyeto talk on, will not without the hel os 
of your credo and-humble reſignation , ſolve ts 
che argument ; which chat you may the eaſlier yy 

alf 

lis: 
tef 


be quir of, you never examin ; but only rut 
en 1n your uſual flouriſhes abouc the «ſe and 


what the, Jew will reply to all fuch reaſonings,, 
but 
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but you have the pregnant wit not to heed any 
__ | thing that may hinder your flouriſhes. -Bur fir, 
of if you were kept up in a chamber wicha learn- 
1. <4 Jew, without bread water and fire, till you 
6.1 bad fatisfied him in that objeRion ; 1 am fill 
« | well enough aſlired, for all your acry yaunts, 
n | that if you do not make uſe of your Credo, 
I till _ and cold had made an end of you. 
I, But I beleey you love not ſuch dry blows ; 
s howeyer you niay. be delighted with pen en- 
-n | counters at a diſtance, whiere after your ſup< 

poſiriam has been well inſpired with the warm 
ſpirits blown hicher out. of the fortunate 
iſlands , you may cayil reyile and threaten at 
your pleaſure, and knock down the ſhadow of 
your adverſary which your own ſpirits haye 


his 


is 


. raiſed up, and preſented to you in your cham- 
ber. 
: 10 ch. from page 213 t0228, 


1 Your tenth chapter runs over two of my 
,- 4. paragraffs, which ſpeak the plea of Tndepen- 
ents, Pre:byterians , and Proteſtants. T hat 
ou eſteem idle, the other ſenſles , the laſt in- 
ſafficient. And.to make this laſt good, you er.- 
deavour to diſable both what I have ſer down 
| £0 make againſt the prelate Proteſtant, and 
141 4lfo what I haye faid for him. I faid in Fiar 
lex, that itmade not a little againſt our Pro- 
«| teſtants, that after __ prelate Proteſtancy ' 
| was 


which here you contemn, you might there ſtay . 


/ 


"\ teſtant ever denied them. 
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was ſettled in England, they were forced for 
their own preſervation againſt -Paritans , to 
take up ſom of thoſe principles again'; which 
former Proteſtants had'caſt down for Popith, 
as is the amtority of a vifible Church , efficacy 
of ordination, differetice between clergy 'and |, 
laiety, 8c. Here firſt you Uehy that thoſe prin« (| 
ciples are popiſs. But fir, ther be ſom Jews eveii 
at this day ,. who will deny ahy ſich man 'as 
Pontines Pilateyt0 have ever been in 7ary.I have 
other things to do , thar' to fill volums'with 
uſeles texts, which here I might eafily do, ont 
of the books both of the firſt reforthers';* and 
catholik divines and couricels. Then fecoridly 
you challenge ihe ro prove, that thoſe principles 
were ever denied by our prelate Proteſtants: And 
this you do wittily and like' your ſelf. You 
therfor bid me prove that thoſe principles were 
eyer denied by our prelate Proteſtants, becaus 
I fay,that our prelate Proteſtants here in Eng- 
land as ſoon as they becarne ſuch,took up again 
thoſe forenamed principles, which Pcoteftants 
their forefathers both here in Englaud an 
beyond the feas, before our prelacy was ſe 
bp, bad ſtill rejeRted. When I fay then, that 
our prelate Proteſtant affirmed and aſlerted 
thoſe principles which former Proteſtants de- 
nied ; you bid me prove fliat our prelate Pro- | 


Thus you contradi& what I fay is pleaded 
? againſt 
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againff obr prelate Froreſtant. And again you 
do as tiffly giin-4ay what I plex@for bim my 
ſelf.* Yon taugh ar me 'even with head and 
ſhoulders, and cefl me, thar the preieirrons 
ſNanthas far better arpoments for *themſelys, 

( than either mine is, or.any I can hid ; nor do 
they need the help of fuch a weak togician as . 
my ſelf, in this their caus. 'Sir give me leay to 
tell you here once for all, that I changht it ſuf- 
fcjent for my defign , to fer down. either for 
Papiſt or Proteſtant, when occafion required, 
ſuch'reaſons as appeared plauſible .to my ſelf, 
and to fay all for theth thar can he faid , was 
neither the'work of *my ſmall ability, nor any 
purpoſe of my delign. 'And it js'enough to 
me, that T know no betrer. Bur ters ſee whar 
my arptiment is, ahd how you craft ir, - . 

The Church, ſay 1, wuff have. a byſvop , or 
otherwiſe ſhe will not have ſuch a viſible head, as 
ſhe had at firft, &c. T his that you may evacu- 

te, you ref1 tne, rlitt the Church bath ſtill the 

ame hedd ſhe bad, which is Chriſt , who is pre- 
ent with his Church by bss Spirit aud laws, and 
ir man God fill as much ds ever he was, and ever 
the ſawmie will be : avid if 1 wonld bave any other 

viſible byſhop to be that head , they it ſeem 1 

would nit have the ſawie head, and ſo wont1 have 


the ſame.and yet nit the ſame, Thus you ſpeak. ( 


_ 


Buc'fir, I cannor in any reaſon be thought” 
to ſpeak orherwiſe, if we would uſe true Lo» 
D 2 Sick, 
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gick, of the identity of the head , than I do 
of the identity of the body of the Church. 
This body is not numerically the ſame: for 
the men of the firſt age are long ago gone ' 
out of the world , and another generation 

"com, who yet are a body of Chriſtians of 
the ſame kind ; becaus they adhere to the ſame 
principles of faith. And as the body is of the 
ſame kinde , though not numerically the 
ſame; ſodolI require, that fince Jeſus Chriſt 
as man, the head immediate of other belecving 
men, is departed hence to the glory of his Fa- 
ther, that the Church ſhould {till have a head 
of the ſame kind, as vifibly now preſent, as ſhe | 
had inthe beginning ; or els fay I, ſhe can- 
not be completely che ſame body, or a body of 
the ſame kind , completely. viſible as ſhe was. 
Bur this ſhe hath not , chis ſhe is not, excepr 
ſhe have a viſible your » as _ had dye be- 
Sinnins, preſent with her , guiding and rulin 
Serl God. Chriſt our Lard 1f;ndeed till 
man-God , but his man-hood is now ſeparate ; 
nor is he viſibly now preſent as man , which 
immediately headed his beleevers under God, 
on whoſe influence that natur depended. His 

God-head is ſill the ſame in all things , noc 

only in it ſelf, but in order alſo to his Church, 

_ as it was before , equally inviſible, and inthe 

{ like manner helecycd ; bur the natur —_— 

 // under God, and once ruling vifibly among = 


m—_—_—_— 0 0 . <4  m-c<- cc. .ocu.oo th — 
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by words and examples , is now utterly wich- 
drawn. Andif a natar of the ſame kind, be 
| not now delegate with a power of exteriour 
ne | goyernment, asat the firſt ther was, then hatfy 
ON | not che Charchthe ſame head now, which ſhe 
of | had then. Qui habet aures audients audiat. 
me 3 And here by the way we may take notice what 
he | a fincere Engliſh Proteſtant you are,who labor 
he fo ſtouely to evacuate my argument for epiſco- 
it | pacy, and leay none of your own behind you; 
ng | noracquaint the world with any, although you 
'a- F know far better ; but would make usbeleey 
ad 8 notwithſtanding thoſe far better reaſons for 
he | prelacy, that Chriſt himfelf, as he is the imme- 
nN- | diate and only head of invifible influence , ſo 
of F is he likewiſe the only and immediate head of 
iS. | viſible dire&ion and government among us, 
PC wichout the interpofition of any perſon dele- 
e- F gatein his ſtead, to overſee and rule under 
im in his Church on earth : which is againſt 
the tenour both of ſacred goſpel, and S. Pauls 
epiſtles, and all antiquity,and the prefent eccle- 
fiaſtick polity of England ; and is the do&rin 
not of any Engliſh Proteſtanc, bur af the Preſ(- 
byterian, Independent and Quaker. 

It Chriſt then in your way is immediate head nor 
1, | onlyof ſubminiſtration and-influence , bue of 
e {j exterior derivation alſo and goyernment to his _ 
Church. Pray tell me, is he fuch an immediate 
head to all beleeyers, or no? if he b=to all, 
D 3 then 


>. 


—_—_—_— _ — 
MT — — 
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then is. ng man.to be edi affairs of re+ 
ligion by any.ocher man.; on the other ſide, 
if be be not immediate head to all , bur mini» 
ſters head the people , and Chriſt beads. the 
miniſters, this in-efteq.is nothing els, . but to 
make every miniſter a. byſhop. - Why, do.you 
not plainly.ſay, what it.is more than manifeſt 
you would, have. All this while you heed no 
more the.laws of the land, than conſtitutions 
As for goſpel ; That Lord , who:had heen 
viſible governour and. paſtour. of his flock on 
carth, when he was now to depart hence, -as 


all che apoſtles. expeted one to be choſen to - 


ſucceed hinpin his care, ſodid/he ,. notwith- 
ſanding his own inviſible preſence and provi- 
dence over bis flock , publikly appoint one. 
And when he taught them, that he who were 
greateſt among them ſhould be as the leaſt, h& 
did not deny bur ſuppoſe 008. greates ;, and 
raught inone and the ſame breath , both char 
he was over them and. for what he was over 
chem, namely to feed notito tyranniſe,, not.to 
domineer abuſe and hnrt., bur, to, dire com- 
fort and condu&t. his flock, in all humility and 
tendernes, as the ſcryant of all their ſpipitual 


necelbties, And ifa byſhop be otherwile afte- 


fed, it.is. the faulc of. his perſon,not his place. 


1. Asforthelaws of the land; it is there moſt 
 /x{trongly decreed by;the conſent and autoricy 


of 


DR TT. a6 _ «n=®w «© _ Yn Ta a. wo 32. 


(55) 
of the whole kingdom, not only that byſhops 
are over miniſters , but that the kings maj 
My | is head of byſhops alſo tm the line of hierar- 
he f chy, from whoſe hand they receiy both their 
to | place and juriſdiftion. This was eſtabliſht nor 
ow } only by one, but ſeveral Parliament as, both 
at | inthe reign of King Edward and Queen Eli. - 
no. | 2abeth, So that by the laws of the land ther 
ns |} be two greeces between miniſters and Chriſt 
which you cut off, to the end you may ſecretly 
en {| uſurp the autority and place of both, to the 
»n | overthrow at once both of goſpel and our 
as. || law too. 


(O By the laws God God 
h- of our land Chriſt the Presby- Chriſt 
i- our ſeries of King rerian' pre= Miniſter 


eccleſiaſtical Byſhop dicament is People, 
government Miniſters this, 

Ce ſtands thus, People 

12 Yf Sothatthe miniſters head in the Presbyterian 
predicament, touches Chriſts feet immediately, 
and nothing intervenes. You pretend indeed, 

\ that hereby you do exalt Chriſt ; bur this is a 

} meer cheat, as all men may ſee with their eyes; 

tor Chriſt is but where he was; but' the mini- 

d } ſter indeed is exalted , being now ſet in the 

il } Kings place , one. degree higher then the by- 

= | ſhops, who by law is under both king and by- 

2. | ſhops too | 

it, You will here ſay to me, What * the Papiſtiaf 
line of Church gouernment. There the Pope mu 


D 4 fit 


2 | ot 

t next Chrift, and Kingrander bu feet, Sir, || reaf 
T have not time in this Tort letter to diſcours' | Bur 
_ this ſubje& , as it deſerves. Nor does it now: ff he | 
concern me,who haye no-more here to ſay than him! 
only ohs ; that my argument for prelacy, how- ever 
{oever in your words you may diſable it, is not 
weakened by you in deeds ar all , and as far as. 
I can perceiy, not underſtood. Yet two things 
E ſhall tell you over and aboye what I need in 

Chis affair alſo. 
 Firſtis, that Roman catholiks do more tru- 
ly and cordially acknowleds the reſpedtive | tho! 
Chriſtian king of any kingdom to be ſupream | may 
head of his catholik ſubjeQs even in affairs of | thin 
religion, than any other , whether Indepen- 
dents, Presbyterians, or even prelate Prote- 
ſtants have , if we ſpeak of truth and reality, 
ever done. And this I could eaſily make good 
both by the laws and praRiſes of all catholik 
kingdoms upon earth in any age on one fide, 
and the oppoſite pradtiſes of all Proteſtants 
on the other. Second is, that for what reaſon 
Roman catholiks deny a prince to be head of 
the Church , for the ſame ought. all others as 
they deny it in deeds, ſo, if they would ſpeak 
fincerely as they think and a, to deny it in 
words alſo, as well as they. For catholiks do 
beleey him tobe head of the Church , from 
hom the channel of religion and all dire- 
Con in it 15 derived and flows; for which 
rea 
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reaſon a ſpring is ſaid to be head of a river. 
Bur neither does any King upon earth, excepr * 
he be prieſt and prophet too, ever trouble 
himſelf co derive religion , as the Pope has' 
ever don : neither does —_ —— 
Presbyterian or Independent, ei in Exg- 
land or elswhere, Ay for religion from 
the hands of the King, or ſupplicate unto him 
when any doubt ariſes in thoſe affairs, as they 
ought in conſcience and honeſty to do , for a 
final decifion, any more than the Roman ca- 
tholik does. So that whatever any of them 
may ſay , all Proteſtants do as much deny the 
thing- in their behaviour as catholiks do in 
words; and catholiks do in their behaviour ob- 
ſerv as much, as Proteſtants either prafiſe or 
pretend. What is the reaſon that Roman ca- 
tholiks in all occurring difficulties of faich, 
both have their recours unto their papal Pa- 
ſtour (unto whom kings themſelvs for their 
own eaſe remit them) and acquieſce alſo to his 
lecifion and jadgment , but only becaus they 
heleey him to be head of the Church. And if 
Proteſtants have no ſuch recours, nor will 
not acquieſce to his majeſties authority in af- 
fairs of religion , but proceed to wars and 
quarrels without end , the prince negleted as 
wholly unconcerned in thoſe reſolvs, they do 
as manifeſtly deny his headfhip, as if they pro- 
teſt none, Nay co acknowledg a headſhip re | 
words 
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words and deny it in deeds is but. mockery. By, ſverk 
theſe two words Sir, - it may-appear, that the Jing: 
kings majeſty is as much head of the Church Jator 
to Roman -catholiks as to any Proteſtants: ; nant 
and theſe no more than they either derive re- fdake 
gion. or deciſion of cheir-doubts from che Por 
kings chair. -; | | <5 1 
. Ith incerim/it is a ſhame and- general ſegndal $&ing 
to.the whole world, that we in Zngland ſhould $ 2E 
neither ſupplicate nor acquieſce.in affairs of, £0 © 
religion to'his Judgment, whom in words we [//1m8 
acknowledg head of the Church, but. fight and: Bio 3 
arrel without end ; and-yet have the con- and 
adence to upbraid Roman catholiks with a {will 
contrary beleef, who although they eyer look- Jal c 
ed upon their papal patriarch as ſpiritual head J<on 
and paſtonr and deriver of their faith , unto £m: 
whom they ſo ſizbmic,that he who after his de= | of 
cifion remains'contumacious forfeits his Chri-; | cle: 
ſtianity, yer have they notwithſtanding in all 
ages and kingdoms reſigned with a-moſt ready 
cordial reyerence unto all dectfzons orders anc 
acts of their temporal princes,eyenin ſpiritual, 
and eccleſiaſtical affairs, as well as civil, ſo far 
as their laws reached, as ſupreme head and go- Þ a | 
vernours of their reſpeQive kingdoms. And: Þ any 
all kings and-princes hnd in a very ſhort ſpace, | con 
however others may utter hypocritical words | Wh: 
F flatcery , 4hat indeed none 'þuy. cathdlik, 
Reged do heed and fear and obſery thempnt- 


ver- 
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g. ſverſally, in all whatever cheir commands, be- 
e [ing raughe by. cheir religion , of which:they 
by Jatone give account at times appginted for pes 


nance , to hearken and obey. for conſcience 
fake all higher powers, conſtituted over them 
T hat catholiks do univerſally obſery their 
il Biking in all affairs as well ecclefiaſtick as.civil, 


Cc 


d II need not,to make it good, lend you Sir either 
{fro the teſtimonies ofcivil law andCodex-of fu 
e [irian,or tothe other various conſtitutions of 


{o many ſeveral provinces and kingdoms,as are 
ſand have been.in Chriſtendom; our own home 
a [will ſufliceto juſtify it. Were not the ſpiritu- 
= Jal courts ,. both court, Chriſtian, Prerogative 
4 {court and Chancery , all ſet up in catholik 
@ {times , about matters, of religion and affairs 
= | of conſcience, and all mannaged by-clerks-or 
clergy menunder the king ? -In brief , where 
ever any civil coation or coative power in- 
teryenes, he.it in what affair it will , al foch 
power and.action who ever uſes it, hath-it au- 
toritatively only from the king. For neither 
Pope, nor Byſhop, nor any Prieſt ought tobe 
a {triker, as S. Paxl teaches : nor have they: 
any lands ,- or-livings ,-or court, or power to 
compel or: puniſh-either in goods or body,but 
what is Jeng or given by-princes and princely 
men , out-of-their loye. and reſpe&.rs Jeſus 
Chriſt and bis holy goſpel, whoſe news ay 
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firſt conveighed about the world ; although 
Juſt donation is, I ſhould think,as good atitle, 
as either emption , inherirance , or conqueſt, 
if it be irreyocable: The = is the only ſtri- 
kerin che land ex jure, and the ſword of the 
almighty is only in his hand ; and none can 
compel or puniſh either in body or goods, but 
only himſelf; or others by his commiſſion , in 
any whatever affair. He can either by his au- 
cority and laws blunt the ſword of thoſe who 


have one in their hand, whether by pa& or na-{ 


ture, as have maſters oyer ſervants and parents 
over children ; or put a civil power into the 
hands of choſe who otherwiſe haye none , as 
prelates,prieſtz and byſhops. So chat alchough 
the Pope derive religion , and chiefly dire& in 
tt, yetis the kins the only head of all civil 
co2rcition , as well in Church affairs as any 
other, which his commands and laws do reach 
unto. 

$o that the line of Church governmen 
amongſt Catholiks , fince the converhon 0 
kings, runs/An two {treams; the one is of dire- 


ion, the other of coercition, That: of dire- 


 refivn is from Chriſt ro the chief paſtour, 
fromhimto.parriarchs,then to merropolicans, 
_ arch-byſhops ,"byſhops, prieſts and- people : 
and in this line is no” carporal coaion ar all, 

2xcept it be borrowed ; nor any other power 
* puniſh, but only by debarrins men from ſa- 
Ca 
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eraments. In the other line of corporal pow- 
er and autority the King is immediately under 
1 God the Aoughty, from whom he receiys the 
ri-1 ſword to keep and defend the diQates of truch 
hel and Joltiees as ſupreme Soreracur » tho him- 
-2nf ſelf for direction and faith be ſubje@ to the 
Church from whoſe hands he received it, as 
well as other people his ſubjeds ; after the 
n-| king ſucceed his princes and governours in or- - 
of der, with that portion: of power all of them 
which they have from. him their liege ſove- 
reign received. "This in brief of papal Church 
te | government , which we in England by our 
canting talk of the Lord Chriſt , totheend 
we may be all lords and all Chriſts, have utrer- 
n ly ſubverted. | s BE2r | _—_ 
11 Indeedin primitive times the channel of 
religion for three hundred years ran apart,atid 
k | ſeparate from civil-government which in thoſe 
dayes perſecuted it. And then the line of Chri- 
ſtian government was urmixe, None bye 
Aeprieſts guided,defended, governed the Church 
and Chriſtian flock ; which they did by che 
| power of their faith, vertue, ſecret frenglh | 
and courage,in Jeſus their Lord inviſible. 
terward it pleaſed the God of mercies,to move 
the hearts of emperors and kings of the earth, 
to ſubmit unto a participation of grace , unto 
which they were more eaſily inclined by the 
innocence and ſanRiry of Chriſtian fairh,ef ” 
cia 


| Coy 
clafly 'in that particular of pearefiif obedi. 
ence ufito kings and rafers; thongh affens,and 
_ Pagans, and perſeciitors of religion. And now 
kings \peing made Chriſtiat wereTooked upon 
by thelt ſubje&s* wich'a - double *teverence, 
more loved, more feared,more.-hononred that 
before. Nor could Chriſtian peopfe now tell, 
how to expres that ineffable reſort chey bore 
their kings, now co-heirs of heaven - with 
then , ju A before in their very paganiſme 
they were taught by their prieſts ro obſery as 
gods upon earth, riot for wrath only or tear of 
puniſhment , but for conſcience alſo and dan- 
ger of hazarding.not onely their temporal 
contents, but their eternal falyatior alſo, for 
their reſiſting autority though reſident in pa- 
gans, And kings oh the ether fide, who afore- 
time hy the counſel of worldly ſenators enaQ- 
ed laws, ſuch as they . thought fir for preſenc 
policy, and defended them by the ſivord of ju- 
 Tice,wjelded under God to the tertour of eyi 


doers and defence of the innocerit;btgan now; R 


as was incumbent on their .duty',; to uſe that 
{word for the prote&ion of Chriſtianity, aud 
faith, and the better way nowchalked out tin- 
to.them by Chriſtian prieſts, from Jeſus the 
widdomand Son of God. And by the direQi- 
on.of the ſame holy prelates,abbots and other 


| rieſts , who were now admitted with other 


ſenators into counſel, did they in all places en- 
at 
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aR fpecial and particular laws. infwerable <0 
nd the: Senbral rale 6f faich, which they fotnd to 
wo be more exceſtent ad perfect, than .afy judg- 
3n | ment chey had by natural reaſ6n Hicherto it 
E, covered. | 
nl Thus poor Chriſtians , who had hicherro 
but only a head of derivation, of tounſel'atid 
| direRion, which could-bur only bid chem haye 
th | patience for C hits fake, and conform them- 
elys to his ack afſion', whet! 'they ſuffered 
From aliens, _ when chiey fuffered injury 
ye from one ahoftier; todld only char the evil 
| doer, if he gave ndc ſatisfation, from' further 
111 | uſe of fact: Jents; thoſe Chriftians I ſay, who 
could hitherro Cave no other cotnfort or aſſi- 
ftance.in this.world under their ſpiritual pa- 
ſour, thin whit words of piety could afford, 
+: | had now by the ztace of heaven princely pro- 
teQours, royal'defenders, and head champions 
| God, ro \ rei and” thake good all 
iſttanri Ucipline,and rruths now ac- 
n cepred' hn frott falth', as well as 
"2 > other civil rites "and Rk {Rated afore- 
4 Fc time from meer reaſon, equally reyengers up- 
onall evil doers indifferently, that were found 
criminal in affairs, as well purely Chriſtian as 
civil , ſtill ufing, the advice and direQion of 
their prelates and Chriſtian peers in the fra- 
ming and eſtabliſhing of all choſe Jaws they 
were now reſolyed to maintafn;,” Soit was don 
in 
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in England; ſon all places of the Chriſtian 
i And chen the line of Chriſtian go- 
vernment ran mixt., which before was Jo 
And Chriſtians now had a Fo/bxa to 
eAFaron, who were only led by Moyſes babes 
And alch Aaron was head of the Church; 
yet oſbua was head and leader, prince and ca- 
ptain of all choſe people who. were of has 
Church. The chief byſhop. is an. Aavos , 
every Chriſtian king a Iona. And as it bs a 
content and ſupport ro Aarov to have a Foſhua 
with him, to fight Gods battles and keep the 
| ple in awe ;, ſo is it not a little comfort to 
* Poſtuato have an Aaron by hirn, with whom he 
- may conſult. And indeed no can 
have a 'perfe& accompliſhment without che 
preſence of theſe oo. ſwords , ”# and ſpirt- 
tual. Ecce duo gladij hic ! ſatis ef 7; 

Andalth x4 Chriſtians eve at this day, 
when any ike or novelty ariſes, have ſtill re- 
cours unto the ſame head of their religion for 
a.decifion of ,the doubt, whom they conſulrec 
before (for as the channel of nity” 1s 
and muſt be ſtill the ſame, ſo muſt the ſpring- 
head be the ſame alſo) yet whenthe thing is 
Once decided, they have none bur kings and 
Sovernours under him, to ſee the dire&ion ex- 
ecuted, as the only oyerſeers with coaRive 
power to doit. 


} Arid thus 
you ſee in brief. how the Pope is 
fro head 


TE. ou 


(65) 
ay headof the Church , and the King head like- 
JI wiſe, and both immediately under God ; but 
© with this difference, that the king only go- 
ry yerns Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed in his own roy- 
| alty by law ; the Pope without further law 
1; rules and guides all the ſtreams and rivulets of 
{| religion;where eyer it flows. He is head of pri- 
oY mary dire&ion ; the king of ſovereign execu- 
p tion : he of guidance and ſpiritual antority 
7 
Ke 


only ; the king of civil and natural power in- 
veſted in his place and dignity from God 
| aboye, to maintain any laws as well' purely 
OF Chriſtian as civil , which himſelf ſhall accept 
6F eſtabliſh and promulgate: T he Pope perſwades; 
ny butthe King commands : and although the 
E } Pope ſhould formally command, yer vertually 
FJ and in effe& ſuch a command amounts only to 
a perſwaſion ; and he that obeyes not,feels no 
Y1F ſmart for it , except the king be pleaſed to 
& | eſpous his caus, and puniſh the contumacious ; 
which if he juſtly do , then haye kings a juſt 
-&$ 2ucority in thoſe affairs ; 1f otherwiſe, then 
ath the Pope no means of help or defence in 
this world, any more after the conyerfion of 
kings than before it ; and help himſelf he can- 
not any other way, than only by putting peo- 
X"Fple out of his communion,who care not of it. 
VER The Pope is obeyed for conſcience and love 
only to his religion, the King for wrath and % 
conſcience too: the Pope delivers the rale , 
[- bur WW 
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but in general only , and blunt on one ſide , 
the king particulariſes and gives it an edp : 
the Popes headſhip is exerciſed in Ought and 
Should be; the Kings is Wl! and ſhall be : the 


Pope ſecludes the contumacious from heaven, 


which he that beleevs not feels not ; the King 
over and above that, cuts off malefators from 
the face of the earth too, and they ſhall be 
made by feeling to beleey it. 

Andtheſe two defend and ſecure one an- 
other, and keep both Chriſtians and their faith 
inviolate. And while Chriſtians chemſelys do 
both tenderly loye their Pape and chief pa- 


{tour, and ſpring-head of their religion,which | 


is beleeyed beyond him to flow invilibly from 


God the great ocean of truth , and withall do * 


honor fear,and obſery their King and princely 
governour,who only bears the ſword of juſtice 
and not in yain,to take revenge upon all choſe, 
whom the love of religion and ſpiritual ſword 
of their paſtour will not keep in awe, they do 
their duty as they ought, and ſhall find happi- 
nes therein. I muſt make haſte,and can ſay no 
more at preſent to this buſines , which as I 
have told you is ſomwhat beſides my purpos. 

Only one thing I muſt needs tell you before I 


paſs on. Although a king is in a good and | 


proper ſence ſtiled head as well of Church 


as State within his own dominions: yet head | 
ot the Church ab/e/ately , is ſo proper to the } 
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Roman Patriarch, that no man upon earth be. 
fides himſelf hath eyer ſo- much as pretended 
toit: and that for fix reaſons. Firſt becaus 
bead of the Church abſolmely, intimates an 
univerſal righe over the guidance of religion, 
not in one kingdom only but all, where ever 
that religion is. And the king of Fraxce, for 
example, neither did nor can pretend to be 
head of the Church of England, much leſs of 
Hungary, Spain, Africh, Italy, Greece, eAoa, 
&c, Ye oth A - - A maſt needs be yo 
the end the Church may be one .myſtick and 
ſpiricual body,at unity in it ſelf. And that head 
muſt be unlimited ro time and place , as the 
Church ic ſelf js eyer permanent, and uniyer- 
ſally fpread ; nor muſt the government alter, 
as governments of particular kingdoms do: 
Secondly, head of the Church abſolutely, in- 
volyes a primacy both of conveighing and in-- 
terpreting faith : and all princes in Europ re- 
ceived their faich at firſt from prieſts, who ' 
ſenc for that end from their ſpiritual ſuperior 
converted their kingdoms , but they never 
Save faith either to them or their paſtour. 
Thirdly he that is head of the Church abſo- 
lately, muſt be of the ſame connatural condt- 
tion with the whole hierarchy , ro confirm, 
bapriſe, ordain, preach, attone the almighty 
by facrifice, impoſe hands,ſegregate men from % 


| their worldly ſtate unto his own ſpiritual one, - 
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and in a ſpecial manner to exerciſe thoſe 
prieſtly functions , unto which he ſegregates 
them, Fourthly, head of the Church abſolute- 
ly is to be indifferent unto kingdoms and all 
ſorts of government,as the religion alſo is,and 
keep it like irſelf in all places unaltered in its 
nature, however in its general diCtates it may 
concur to the dire&ion and good of all people 
and goyernments. And therfor he cannot be 
confined to one place or goyerrment , but 
muſt be as it were ſeparate and in a condition 
:ndifferent to all; as a general byſhop, whoſe 
ſole care is to heed thoſe eradiations of faith 
ſpread up and down the world, may be and is; 


kingdoms, and care not how religion goes in 
another, any more then their wealth or poli- 
lity. Thus che ſun-beams though they fall up- 
on ſeyeral ſoils diverlly afteQed, yet they keep 
their own nature unaltered , by vertue of one 
general fountain-head of light which is indif- 
ferent co every kingdom, and diſpenſes,diſtri- 
butes and keeps the raies unaltered, Fittly, the 
ends and wayes of religion arequite of another 
nature from all worldly buſineſſes , and ther- 
for require a particular ſuperintendent ſer 
apart for them; as indeed they eyer have had 
ſince the time of religions firſt maſter , who 
As hedid educate his in order to a lite eternal 
in a government apart , bzing himſelf a man 
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when princes heed but their own particular | 
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diſtin& from Ceſar, ſo uſed he to ſpeak of re- 
ligious duries as ſeparate and differing from 
others ; Redaite faith he,que Ceſaris ſunt, Ce- 
ſari, & que Dei, Deo, In very truth , the 
Church and Chriſtianity , as it is a thing acci- 
dental to all worldly ſtates , ſo is it ſuper- 
induced upon them as an influence of an- 
other rank and order, unto a particular end of 
future bliſs ; whereas all ſtates do of themſelys 
aim no further than the peace and happines of 
this life. And ſo forthe particular end and 
means anſwerable therunto ; which religion 
uſes, it will require a particular and ſpeciall 
overſeer. Thus Ariſtotle, though he conceited 


# rheceleſtial orbs to be contiguous, and ſo all 


rapt together in a motion from Eaſt to Weſt, 
yet becaus they had ſpecial motions of their 


| own, he therfor allowed them particular In- 


telligences to guide thoſe motions. So: we ſee 
in ordinary affairs, a man' that hath ſeveral 
wayes and ends is guided Wſſeveral dire&ours, 


| inchis by a lawyer, in that by a phyfitian , by 


a gardener, by a tradeſman, &-c. Sixtly , be- 


1 caus head of the Church abſolutely, muſt 
 beone chat ſucceds in his chair , whom Jeſus 


the maſter left and appointed perſonally ro 
teed his flock, No king upon earth eyer pre- 
tended to fit in that Fiſhermans chair , or to, 
ſucceed him in it, which the Pope to my know- 
leds for ſixteen hundred years hath both chal- 
E 3 Ienged NV 
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lenged as his right, and aQually poſſeſt. And 
Catholiks are all ſo fixt in this judgment, rhar 
they ean no more disbeleey it, than they can || d« 
ceas £0 beleey in Jefus Chriſt. | th 

| I11ch from page 228. to 246. cc 

Your eleyenth chaprer falls dire&ly upon J 0! 
my fifteenth paragraff of Scriptur. And ther- |} fo 
for I may here expe& , you ſhould inſult over |} f0 
me to the purpos. But Sir I told yoy before, b: 
and now tell you again, that I know no other |} 2' 
fule to Chriſtians either for faith or manners, fc 
no other hope, noother comfort , but what | # 
ſcriptur and holy goſpel affords. But this is || /© 
not any part of the debate now in hand, th 
however you would perſwade the world to || 4! 
think ſo. When four or five men of ſeyerat | tt 
judgements coltefed from the very ſcriptur q ©! 
you and I talk of, riſe up one againſt another, el 

. with one and the fame ſcriptnr in their hands, 

with ſuch equal pretence of light power and || Þ 
reafon,that no kill either yield to another, || ©! 
or remain himſelf in the ſame faith, but run 3 
endles diviſions without controut : does ſcri- |} © 
ptar preyent this evil ? does it, has it, canit * ſc 
remedy it? can any one man make a religion } © 
by the autority of ſcriptur alone , which nei- | c 
ther himſelf nor any other , upon-the ſame | 
grounds he framed it, ſhall ——_ doubt of. | Y 
*This is our caſe and only this ; which you do 
not ſo much as take notice of, to the end.you 
ak may 
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may with a more plauſible rhetorick , inſult 
over me as a contemner of Gods word. Nor 
do you heed any, particle of my diſcours in 
this paragraff, but according to your manner 


I colle& principles to the number of ſeyen, 
1 out of it, you ſay, which I do not know to be 


ſo much as hinted in it, that as you d:d before, 
ſo you may now again play with your own 


# bauble, and refute your ſelf, And they are in 


amanner the yery ſame ported with be- 
fore in your ſecond chapter. 1 from the Re- 
mans we received the goſpel. 2 what 1 ſpoken in 
ſeriptur of the Church belongs to the Roman, 3 
the Roman every way the ſame it was , &c. Of 
all which I do not remember that I haye in 


| that my paragraff ſo much as any word. Sir 
1 cither ſpeak to my diſcours as you finde it, or 
| els hold your peace. 


As if then you had overheard me afore- 
hand, to giye you this deſerved check , at the 
cloſe of your chapter , you bring in ſom few 
words of mine*, with a ſhort anſwer of your 
own, annext to the skirts of it ; which I here 


7 fer down as you place them your ſelf, No man 
j can ſay, ſpeaks Fiat lax, what il popery ever 
| didinthe world , till Hexry the eights dayes, 


when it was firſt rejz2ed. Srrange, ſay you in 
your Animadyerſions , when it did all the evils 
that ever were in the Chriſtian world, With thes 
Roman cacholiks unity ever dwelt, Newer 
E 4 Pro- 
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Proteſtants know their neighbour catholiks; 


'not their religion. They know both, Proteſtants 


are beholding to Catholiks, for their benefi- 
ces, books, pulpits, goſpel, For ſom , not all. 
The Pope was once beleeyed general paſtour 
over all. Prove ;t, The ſcriptur and goſpel we 
had from the Pope. Not at all. You cannot be- 
leeythe ſcriptur, but upon the autority of the 
Church. We caz and do. You count them who 
brought the ſcriptur as lyars. No otherwis, 
The goſpel ſeparated from the Church can 
prove nothing. Yes it ſelf, This ſhort work | 
you make with me. And co all that ſerious diſ- | 
cours of mine concerning ſcriptur,which takes 
up fixteen pages in Fiat /ax,we have got now | 
in reply thereunto, this your Laconick confu- | 
tation. Strang. Never. Know both. Som not all. | 
Prove it. Not at all. Can and de. No otherwis. | 
Tex it fe elf, | | : 
12 ch, from page 246 t0 262. 
Your twelfth chapter meets with my hiſtory, | 
of Religion,as a flint with ſteel, only to ſtrike * 
fire. For not- heeding my ſtory which is ſeri- | 
ous temperate and ſober , you tell another of | 
your own , fraught with defamations and | 
wrath , againſt all ages and people: and yet 
ſpeakas confidently, as calmtruth could do. 
Firſt you ſay that oſeph of Arimathea was in 


& England, but he taught the ſame relioion that ts 


in Englazd now. But what religion is that Sir ? | 
| . Then 


$ yertue or any goodnes we muſt think, in fo 
4 many chriſtian kingdoms and ages. Then did 
* Geths and Vandals and other pagans overflow the 
; Chriſtian world: Either to puniſh we may be- 
| leey, or teach them how to mend their man- 
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Then; you tell us "that the ftory off Fugatius 
and D amian miſſioners of Pope Eleutherius you 
do ſuſpeFt for many reaſons, But becaus you af- 
ſign none , I am therfor moyed to think they 
may be all reduced to one, which is, that you 
will not acknowledge any good thing, ever to 
have come from Rome : T hen, ſay you , ſuc- 
ceeded times af Inxaury, ſluth , pride , ambition, 
{candalous riots and corruption beth of faith and 
manners, over all the Chriſtian world, both prin- 
ces, prieſts, prelates and people. Not a grain of 


ners. Theſe pagans took at laſt to chriſtianity. 


Haply, becaus it was a more looſe and wicked 


life, then their own pagarf profeſſion. Theſe 
men now chriſtened advanced the Popes autority, 


| when Chriſtian religion was now grown degene- 


rate, And now we come to know, how the 


4 Roman byſhop became a patriarch above the 
! reſt, by means namely of new conyerted pa- 
4 gans, It was an odde chance, they ſhould 


think of adyancing him to what they never 
knew, either himſelf or any other advanced 
before among(t Chriſtians , whoſe rotten and 
corrupt faith they had lately embraced. And * 


| yet more odde and (trange ic was , that all 


Chri- 
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Chriſtendom ſhould calmly ſubmic to a power, 
ſet up anew by young conyerted pagans , 
no prince or byſhop either there or of any 
other Chriſtian kingdom , either then or eyer 
after to this day exceptins againſt t. Had not 
all the byſhops and prieſts of Africa , Egypt, 
Syria, Thrace, Greece, and all the Chriſtian 
world acknowledged by a handred experi- 
ments the ſupreme ſpiritual autority of the 
Rofnan patriarch in all times , beforerhis de- 
luge of Goths and Vandals ? But why do I 
expoſtulate with you , who write theſe things 
not to judicious-readers , but fools and chil- 
dren,who are not more apt totell a truth,than 
to beleeve a lye. Butt what follows next. T- 


wards the beginning of this Iurry, ſay you, were | 


the Brittons extirpated by the Saxes, who in af- 
tertimes received Anſtin from Rome, a man very 
little acquainted with the goſpel, Here's the 
thanks good S. Axftin hath , who ont of his 
love and tendernes to our.nations welfar,after 


ſo lons and tedious journeyes, entered upon | 


the wild forreſt of our paganiſme, with great 
hazards and inexpreſlable ferings of hunger 
cold and other corporal inconyeniences , to 
communicate Chriſt Zeſuws and his life and 
grace unto our nation, eAfter thy , lay you, 
yeligion daily more and more atclined till the Re- 
formation riſe, This is the ſum of your ſtory z 
which if I like not, I may thank my ſelf , lay 

; you, 
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you, for putting you in mind of 3t. Indeed Sir, 
S; Fitis ſofals anddefamatory , and loaden with 
ny | foul language , not only againſt all nations, 
er FJ agesand people of all conditions, bur againft 
ot {the honour of ſacred goſpel it ſelf, which muſt 
f, (utterly dy and have no life or power in the 
an | world for ſo many apes together, chat I think 
1- } neither I, or any els can like it, that bears any 
e | refpe& either ro modeſty ap or truth. 
e- | You fay in this your chapter that 7 am better 
I | at reling a tale then mannaging an argument : 
3s || but Fſhall now beleey, that you are equally 
b- } g00d ar both. 

n 13 ch, from page 262 to 278, 

o- | Yourthirteenth chapter takes up my three 
'e | following paragraffs about the hiſtory of relzgi- 
fe | - wherein , after that according to your 
J } wonted manner you tell me , that I do nor my 
e | ſelf underſtand what this thing, that thing, the 
'S | otherthing means, altho ir be part of my own 
T } difcours, you ay at length, that they & no ſuch 
ln ' wattey, as I ſpeak; make another ſtory of your 
© } own of the ſame mettle with your former, 
" | impoſing afreſh upon popery (by which :I do 
2 | 20t indeed know what you mean) a wain-load 
1 F of adulteries, drunkennes,atheiſm, poiſonings, 
2 


avarice, pride, cruelties, tumults , blaſphemy, 
rebellions, wars, crimes, and yet threatning 
to fay if you ſhould chance to be provoked, 
far hard-r things then theſe. Sir, may no man 
provoke a waſp, Put 
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But if chis be the right charaGer of popery, 
which here and elswher up and down your 
book you give us, I tell you firſt, ic will 
be a difficult matter to know in what 
age or place popery moſt ralgns 3 ſecondly, 
chatitisa thing I am ſo far from exculſing, G 
thac I wiſh it* back to the pit of hell from" 
whence it iſſted , thirdly, that Roman catho- 
Iiks, if you be indeed againſt this popery, are 
all on your fide ; for to my knowleds their re- I 
ligion is as oppoſite to it, as light to darknes, 
or God to Belial ; laſtly , that you fie nor 
be ſo tenderly fearful for the ſpreading of 
popery , for honeſt men will be ready to ſtone 
him that teaches it ; and knayes, hypocrites, 
adulterers, traitors, theevs,drunkards,atheiſts; 
rebels, if you have given a right deſcription of 
popery, are all Papiſts already ; theſe need no 
converſjon, the other will by no rhetorick be 
moved to ir. Indz2d you fright us all from pa-f* * 
piſtry. For though ſom love iniquity as it 1s 
gainful or pleaſurſom , and muſt needs ſuffer | 
for it when they are condemned at the ſeſſions, 
and cannot avoid it ; yet 15 no man willing to 
ſuffer eicher loſs of goods or impriſonment, 
death or baniſhment, tor the bare name of po- by 
pery, that hath neicher gain nor pſeaſur in 1t, 
In a word, wicked men will a& your popry,. 
* batnot own ic. And they which owna pope» 
ry, whica I ec you are not acquainted wing 
wi 
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-{witl not only diſlike others,but hate themſelys, 
if through any frailty or patſion chey ſhould 
ever fall into any article of your popery here 
deſcribed. Good Sir, take heed of blaſpheming 
ily that innocent Catholik flock , which the an- 
no 1821s of God watch over to prote@ them. Be 
"S afraid co curs them , whom God hath bleſled, 
or impoſe that upon their religion which ic 


ho- 

are |&ccelts. 

re- 14 ch. from page 278 ro 286. | 

ies, In your fourteenth chapter which is upon 


my title of Diſcovery, you labour to ſhow that 
of {he contradiftions , which I mentioned in Fiat 
lax to be put upon popery, are no contraditts- 
0s; at all. Well Sir, alchough ſlanders put up- 
h on them be never ſo contradictory and oppo- 
| of lite, yet muſt chey have patience : all is true 
-, enough, if ic be but bad enough. While our 
be [ings raign in peace,then the Papiſts religion 
is perſecuted, as contrary to monarchy : when 
we have deſtroyed that goyernment , then is 
>... the papiſt haraſſed, ſpoiled, pillaged,murdered, 
becauſe their religion is wholly addicted to 
monarchy, and Papiſts are all for Kings. Have 
not theſe things been done over and oyer, 
within the ſpace of twenty years here lately in 
Emyland ? All men now alive have been eye- 
witneſſes of it: Theſe things as put upon Pa- 

piſts ceas to be contradiftions: And if they 
Lihould be contradiions,both parts are therfor 
rue 
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true in our countrey logick z becans they are{zev 
put upon Papiſts. Is there not ſomthing of herbs 
power of darknes in this? {er 

One latin word of mine which ſhuts up thatſfor 
my Paragraff of Di/covery, Ejice ancillam cum tht 
prueroſuo, becaus I engliſh it not, you tranſlate be 
it for me,or rather interpret it, Bauniſh all mexll C 
out of England but Papiſts : this according tofj ſo 
your gloſs muſt be my meaning. And you ſeemfſ ba 
co exult, that Fiat Iwx, who in outward ſhow] my 
pretends ſo much moderation, ſhould let fall z|f git 
word that betrayes no little miſchief in his // 

heart, Good Lord whither does paſſion hurryſi 6, 
mans ſpirit ! All that period of mine in thef] te 
end of the foreſaid $ is but meerly coppied}l 
out of one of Saint Pazls letters , which hefj an: 
wrote to the Galatians , the fourth chapter offf /ar 
that Epiſtle, wherein thoſe very words, allu-ſ ſox 
dins to a paſſage in Moſes his Pentateuch, areÞ/on 
expreſt. Do you either read in your Engliſhfſe4 
bible, Fanxiſh all men out of England?or under- the 
ſtand any ſuch meaning of Ejice aucillam camf blo 

puero ſur,Gal.4.30.Prayperule the ten laſt ver-f wi/ 

ſes of that chapter atrentively; and fee if I have 2: 
not in my diſcours ſo coppied our their mean-f mt: 

ins and very words too, ſo far as it behooved ;f eve 

that I have done nothing els. eAbraham had Th 
ewe ſons, ſaith S. Paul, one of a handmaid , the «nc 
other of a free woman, &c. Theſe things are an 
allegory, &c. But asthen, he that was born af- 

| te 
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are rey the fleſh perſecnted him that was born aftey 
thelthe /pirit, even ſo it 35 now.. But what ſaith the 
{criptur * caſt int the bondwoman with her ſon : 
chat for the ſon of the hondwoman ſhall not be heir with 
-uml the ſon of the freewoman, 8:c. Pray tell me ſo- 
ate berly ; Did rhe apoſtle mean by thoſe words, 
well Caſt out the bondwoman with her ſou , that the 
5 to ſons of mart ſhould be pur ro the ſword or 
emf baniſht out of their kingdom ? Now pray hear 
of my diſcours which I coppied out of that ori- 
11 af ginal ; 1f my reader here be cantious, he may ea- 
his ily diſcern a reaſon , why all theſe ſelts are ſo 
rryf] boſterous one againſt another , and every one of 
the] them againſt the Roman catholik. Iſmael dis 
ied furbed the whole hows, and was ever quarreliing 
| hefl and buſtling againſt Iſaac. The reaſon is the 
r off ſame both bere and there, Iſmael was a natural 
llu-f ſox, and Iſaac the legitimate heir. And natural 
are /ons be generally [editions, violent aud clamorens. 
iſhfl e-Ls Iſmael therfor was Iſaac his natural bro- 
er-iſ ther ; ſo is a proteſtant miniſter but the by» 
um? blow of a catholick Prieſt ; the Presbyterian like» 
er-| wiſe to him and ſo forward, till you com to the 
ave | Quaker ,vwho was begot by a deluſron,and brought 
1n- | into the world by a fright : bis hand. is againſt 
d , {every man , and every mans hand againſt him. 
ad | T he remeay and only means of peace is , Ejice 
the | ancillam cum puero ſus, T hele be my words 
out of S. Part ; and what is his meaning, the 
lame is mine. Bur you will haye me in \pight 
0 
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of my teeth,hecaus I ſpeak nothing but good, 
ſtill co mean ſom evil. I thought S. Pax{had 
mezant by thoſe words, if I muſt needs diſco- 
ver my underſtanding to you, thatthe peace- 
able Iſaacs were the only ſons of Gods pro- 
miſed loye - and fayour, the inheritance of 
which blefſing boiſtzrous 1/maels can never 
work out to themſelys, by all their perſecuti- 
ons and buſtling contentions. And according 
to this meaning I concluded , that to conſider 
and think ſeriouſly of this , were the only re- 
medy and means of peace among(t us here in 
England. Ejice ancillam cum pmero ſu0 18 an an- 
tidote againſt all contentious emulations, 
which are a ſuſpicious mark not of an elect but 
of a reprobate. But I muſt neither think nor 
ſpeak, nor mean, but what you will have me to 
do; and that ſhall ſtill be ſomthing that is odi- 
ous. An emblem hereof was the rod of Moſer, 
which taken in the right end was a walking 
Raff, inthe wrong, a ſerpent. 
15 ch. from page 286. t0 304, 

In your fifteench chapter, upon my paragraff 
of Meſſach, you are ina mighty plunge what 
this Meſſach ſhould be, and what the erimology 
of that word. Latin it is not, greek it is not, 
and you are ſure it is not hebrew ; ſurely it is, 
ſay vou, ſom #uncouth word, like that of the Guo- 
" flicks Paldabaoth, Alas good Sir, it is Engliſh, 
a pure Engliſh word ; uſed here in Eg land . 
the 
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the Saxons time , and ſom hundred years after 
the conqueſt, till the*French monoſyMable had 
by lictle-and little worn our the laſt ſyllable-of 
the word, And yon 'may finde 'it''Fet inthe 
old Saxon laws which I haye readmy* Tel} 
thoſe eſpecially of King Ina , if 1 rightly-te- 
member the name, which be yer extaht, wher- 
in ſtri care and proviſion is made that'a-due 
reverence be kept by allpeople in the Charch 
all the time of their Meſſach, which now We 
call Meſs or Maſs. 

Then having laughed at my adniization of 
catholik ſervice , you carp at me for ſaying 
that che fir## Chriſtians were never called toge- 
ther to hear a ſernion 5 and to convihce rhe; 
you bring ſom places out of $, Pauli Epiſtles, 
and the Afts , which commend the 'miniſtery f 
the word : This indeed is your uſual a. of 
refuting my ſpeeches; you flouriſh copiouſly 
in that which is nor at all againſt me, and ne- 
ver apply it to my words, leſt it ſhould appear, 
as it 1s, impertinent; I deny not that tonyerts 
were further inſtruged, or that the preaching 
of Gods word is good and uſeful: bur char 
which I fay is , that primitive Chriſtians were 
neyer called together for that end, ' as the 
great work of their Chriſtianity. This have 
{o clearly proyed, both inthe ſecond dialo 
of the Reclaimed Papiſt , and alſo in the fore- + 
ſaid paragraff of ef __ that you divert 

from 
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from that, to declaima of the neceſſity and ex- 
cellency of preaching, and bring neither text 
nor reaſon that may reach to my words at all. 

go on, and wonder much , that we 


You 

fheuld beer nothing in ſcriptur of this Chriſtian 
Oo wag sf any [ucb were. Sir , you-will nei- 
_ ther hear nor ſee. But, ſay you, or paſſion of 

our Lord is our Chriſtian ſacrifice. Do not I 
fay ſo t00? But that this incruent ſacrifice 
was infticuted by the ſame Lord before his 
death, ro figur our daily before our eyes that 
Paſſion of his, which was then approaching, 
in commemoration of his death, ſo long as the 
world ſhould laſt ; this, though I plainly ſpeak 
_ it, you take no notice of it. But the Fudaical 
ſacrifice, ſay you, # ſaid by the apoſtle in his epi- 
file to the Hebrews , inths to differ from the ſa- 
erifice of Chriſtians, that urs was don but once, 
#beirs oftex. It is true the ſacrifice of our Lords 
paſſion, of which the apoſtle in that whole dif- 
cours-intends only to treat, in oppoſition. to 
that of bulls and goats, was ſodon but once, 
that ic could not be don twice. But as the 
facrihices of the old law, were inſtituted 
by almighty God , to be often iterated 
before the paſſion of the Mefſias for a conti- 
nual exerciſe of religion ; ſo did the ſame Lord 


_— 


for the very fame purpos inſtitute another to 
be iterated after his death, unto which it were 


tO have reference, when it ſhould be paſt, as 
the 
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the former had to the ſame death, when it was 
rocom. And ir hatha reference ſo muchthe 
more excellent, as that ic doth by che almighty 
power of the ſame Meilias, exhibit to the eye 
of his beleevers , that very true real body as 
crucified amongſt us, wherof the former Mo- 
faical ſacrifices gave meerly a ſhadow, Did not 
our Lord do this ? were not the apoſtles ac- 
cording to this rite acT«gyZrres my nughy fa- 
crificing to our great Lord God, when S, Paul 
was by impofition of hands ſegregated from 
the laity for his divine ſervice, as I clearly in 
that my paragraff evince out of the hiſtory 
of the As of the apoſtles, No, ſayyou, the 
apoſtles were not then about any ſacrifice, but un« 
ly preaching Gods word, or ſom ſuch thing to the 
people, inthe name and behalf of God. But Sir, 
is this to be in earneſt or to jeſt 2 The ſacred 
text ſayes, they were facrificing to qur Lord, 
liturgying , and miniſtring to him. You ſay 
they were not ſacrificing toGod, bur only prea= 
ching to the people. And now the queſtion 
is, whether you or I more rightly underſtand 
that apoſtolical book. For my ſence and 
meaning I have all antiquity , as well as the 
plain words of ſacred rext, you have nei- 


| ther. 


16 ch, from page 304 10313, 
Your ſixteenth chapter upon my paragraft. 
of the Virgin ary, which is, you ſay, rhe 
FE 2 moſt 
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moſt diſingenuoud of all my bock,, is ſpent in an 
invettive againſt calamnies, which brings you 
upon your often iterated common place of 
Pagans reproaches to Chriſtians. And whateyer 
my paragraff may be, this your chapter ſeems 
tomeas ingenious as. the very beſt of your 
book, and abſolutely frivolous. And muſt you 
inveigh againſt calumnies, whoſe whole book 
is nothing els ? it is a bundle of flanders, and 
a meer quiver of ſharp arrows of deſolation. 
. I7 ch, from page 313 t0 325» 

Your ſeventeenth chapter upon my paragraff 
of Images or Figares,nibbles at more of my dif- 
cours made in that one paragraff, then you 
lave taken notice of in ten of my others. 
And therfor I mean to com up cloſe to you. 
A man, ſay you, -way indeed have ſuch thoughts 
of devotion, as Fiat Inx ſpeaks of, upon the ſight 
of images, which be ſees hanging in Churches, if 
he be a man diſtraught of hu wits , not if he be 
himſelf and ſober. So then , mad men it ſeems 
can tell what figures repreſent, ſober and wiſe 
men cannot. Again, The violation of an image, 
ſay you, redownds to the prototype, if it be rightly 
 andauly repreſented, not els. And when then 

is Chriſt crucifted, for example , rightly and 
duly repreſented?Are you one of thoſe can tell 
what figures repreſent, or not. The hanging up 
of traitors in effigie # don ſay you, only to make 
a declaratioz of the fatt, and not to coſt a diſhe= 


near 
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worr upo the perſon. So you ſay: . Becaus you 
know it don long after the fa& has rung all 
the whole kingdom over;and don not in places 
of concours, but ignominy ; notin the Fx 
change, but Tiburn ; not with any charaQers 
declaring the fa&, but with a halter abour his 
neck, to denote the death and ignominy in- 
flied, as far as is poſſible, upon him. You go 
ON. 
Where the Pſalmiſt complains of Gods enemies 
breaking down his ſculptures, he means not there 
by any images or figures , but only wainſcot or 
carved ceiling. Surely the Prophet wanted a 
word then to expreſs himſelf , or tranflatours 
to expreſs the Prophet. If we muſt gueſs at 
his meaning without heeding his words , one 
might think it as probable , that the hous .of 
God was ordained with ſculptures of 'Cheru- 

bims, and other angels, to repreſent his true 
hous that is above, as with the circles, qua- 

drats, triangls, rhombos, and rhomboides of 
wainſcot. The eye, ſay you again, may not have 

her ſpecies as well as the ear becaus God has com- 
manded the one and not the ather, T his Sir. you 

only ſay. Fiat lux makes it appear , that God 
commands and commends both,and the nature 

of man requires both 2 nor can you give any 

reaſon , why I may not look upon him wha.e 
was crucified,as viell as hear of him.Y ou adde. 
Nor z4 the ſole ena of preaching as Fiat Iux would 
-- F 3 have 
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bave it , only to move the mind of the bezvers 
wnto correſponding affeftions. Why do not you 
ſay then, what els it is for? you deny my 
words, but declare your ſelf no other end, bur 
what I have in thoſe ſhort words expreſt, You 
may haply conceal in your heart ſome other 
end of your preachins, which you ate loath to 
ſpeak ; as to procure applaus,to yent your rhe. 
torick , to get good benefices , to ſhow your 
fine cloth and filks, your pure neat white ſtar- 
ched bands and cuffs, button'd handkerchiets, 
and ladies gloyes, to inflame faQions , get 
wivesor the like , but I could not think of all 
things at once, nor needed I to expreſs any 
more, than that one end of preaching which 
1s connatural, apoſtolical, and legal, You go 
On. ©: 
Ged indted commanded the Cherubims to be 
ſet npon the ark, but thoſe chirubims were ima- 
go of wothivy ; of what ſhould they be images. 
or »pere thty ſet wp to be adored. Beſides God 
who rommunaded them to be ſet up , did no more 
gain-ſay his own prohibition of images to be made, 
than br Contradifted bis owh rule which forbids 
zo teal, when he communded his pecple to ſpoil 
the Egyptians. But Sit , ſince the real Cheru- 
* bimsare not made of our- beaten gold ; thoſe 
eſet up by Moſes muſt be only figures. And 
of whatels ſhould they be figures but of thoſe 
real ones, Nor is it either ro my purpos- or 
Ours, 
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yours , that they are ſer up to be adored. For 
images in catholick Churches , are not ſetup 
for any ſuch purpos; nor do I any where ſay 
it. No man alive has any ſuch thought, no tra- 
dition, no councel hath delivered it , no pra- 
Qis infers it. Chriſtian Philoſophers or 
Schoovimen have indeed raiſed a philoſophi- 
cal queſtion ; Whether any reſpeti may be ter- 
minated npox the Fignr, purely as it is ſuch an 
abſolute entity in it ſelf , beſides chatrelative 
ove that falls only upon the prototype : But 
what they queſtion , or what they talk , or 
what they reſolve, does no more belong, be- 
caus they ſay it,unto catholik faith, thenif they 
had been aſleep and ſaid nothing. All catho- 
lik councels and praQis declares ſuch facred 
figurs, to be expedient aſliſtants to our 
thoughts in our divine meditation and prays 
ets: and that is all that I know of it. And the 
relative reſpe& that is given to any figar as ic 
is ſuch a figur , whether in _ , or inany 
more hxed poſtur to ſupply the defeds of a 
mirrour, that it terminates naturally n ou the 
ſampler or prototype is evident to right rea» 
ſon and philoſophy. And it cannot, be othet- 
wiſe, 

That which you ſpeak of the Iſraelites ſpoil- 
img the Egyptians by Gods command , hath 
ſom ſpecies of an argument in it. But Sir,” 
we muſt know , you as well as I , that God 

# YET who 
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who forbids men to ſteal , did nat then com- 
mandtoſteal, as you ſay he did, when he bad 
bis people ſpoil the Egyptians under the ſpe- 
cies of a loan. Many things legitimate that 
their a& of ſpoil, and clear it from any no- 
tion of theft or robbery or ſtealing, Firſt, 
chey might haye of chemſelys a right to thoſe 
few goods, in fatisfafian of the long oppreſ- 
{ionthey bad unjuſtly undergon ; and: it may 
be that in that their great haſt, their own al- 
lowance was not then paid them. Byt ſecond- 
ly, becaus it isa thing of danger, that any 
ſervant ſhould beallowed to right himſelf , - by 


parting his hand to his maſters goods, though 


is cale of wrong be never ſoclzar, therſor 
didthe command of God interyene to juſtity 
their a&ion. And the abſolute dominion. of 
the whole carth and all that is in it, being in- 
ſeperably in the hands of God , made that by 
Gods expreſs command to be truly now and 
juſtly the Hebrews right, which by an inferi- 
our and ſubordinate title, ſuch as is in the 
hand of. creatures, belonged to the Egyptians 
before. So that the Hebrews in taking thoſe 
Soods with them, did not ſteal : nor did God 
command them to ſteal, when he had them car- 
ry thoſe goods of the Egyptians with them 
for that upon that very command of God 
hey now ceaſed ro be the Egyptians any 
more. Eut this can no wayes be applied tO 
the 
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the buſines of Images : nor could God com- 
mand the Hebrews ro make any images, if he 
had abſolutely forbidden to have any at all 
made. For this concerns not any affair 
between neighbour and neighbour , wherof 
the ſupreme Lord hath abſolute dominion, but 
the ſervice only and adoration due from man 
to his maker , which God being eflentially 
good and immutably true cannot alter or dif- 
pens with, Nor doth it ſtand with his natur 
and deity to chang , diſpens , or yary the firſt 
table of his law concerning himſelf, as he 
may the ſecond which concerns neighbours ; 
for want of that dominion over himſelf, 
which he hath over any creature, to give or 
take away its right , to preſery or deſtroy it, 
as himſelf pleaſes. God may diſable my neigh- 
bours right, and inable me to take to my ſelf 
that which before was his, but he cannot com- 
mand me to commit idolatry or diſhonour 
himſelf, If he ſhould deny himſelf, he would 
not be God. From hence it muſt needs fol- 
low, that if it be the ſens and mind of the 
almighty,that to ſet up any images in Churches 
be derogatory to! his glory, then could not 
God poiſibly command any to be ther ſet up. 
ror theſe two precepts, T hoy ſhalt ſet np ima- 
ges, and Thou ſyalt ſer wup none , are not only 
contradictory in terms of the law propoſed, 
enounced and promulgated , bur infer alſoin 
God 
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God himſelf that contradi&ion,oppoſition and 
ſelf-denial, which is inconfiſting with ſach ati 


unchangeable veracity. . God may poſſibly al- 
low me either to curs or ſpoil my neighbour, 
or in a caſe expreſt not to help him , but he 
ſhould deny himſelf (which the deity cannot 
do) if either he ſhould command me to blaſ. 
pheme himſelf, or the honour due to him ei- 
cher torefuſe it him, or give it to another. 
When therfor one and the ſame God ſo often 
forbids his people to make to rhemſelvs any 
images ; and yet in the ſame divine law com- 
mands them to ſer up Cherubims in his own 
temple; it cannot, being a concernment of 
his worſhip, be atherwayes meant, than chat 
they ſhould make no ſculptures or figurs , bur 
what himſelf commands, and which may aſſu- 
redly repreſent perſons dear to himſelf,as Fiar 
nx interprets it, And if an image in it elf be 
Oppoſite to Gods plory, as Anticatholiks 
think, then could not God poſſibly command 
the making or ſetting up of any , in his holy 
temple or place of divine worſhip. But you 
£0 0n. 

. Fiat Inx ſayes, God forbad forreign images, 
ſuch as Molich, Dagon, and Aftaroth, but he 
commanded his own, But Fiat lux i deceived in 
« thus as well as other things , for God forbad any 
likeneſſes of himſelf; and he gives the reafon 
becans, ſaith he, in Horeh ye ſaw 11 ſimilituat's 

me. 
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nd me. Sir, you may know and conſider, that the 


att 
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ſtatues and grayen images of the heathens, 
towards whoſe land 1/rae! then inthe wilder- 
neſs was journeying, to enter and take poſſefii- 
on, were ever made by che pagans to repre- 
ſent God, and not any devils, although they 
were deluded in it. And therfor were they cal- 
{ed the gods of the monntains, the gods of the 
valleys, the gods of eAccaron, Moab , &c. 
Ther was therfor good reaſon ; that the He- 
brews, who ſhould be cantioned from ſuch 
ſnares, ſhould be forbidden to make to rhew= 
ſelvs any fimilitade or likenes of God. What 
ficur or ſimilitude the true God had allowed 
his people ,that let them hold and uſe,unril the 
fulnes of time ſhould com, when the figur of 
his ſubſtance, the ſplendour of his glory, and 
only image of his natur ſhould appear. And 
now good Sir, fince God has been pleaſed to 
ſhow us his face, pray give Chriſtians leav to 
uſe, and keep, and honour it. If you be other- 
wiſe minded, and take pleaſur in defacing his 
heurs, I think they have good reaſon on their 
ſides, who honour them. You proceed. 

It is a preity fanſy in Fiat lux, to ſay we have 
a well a precept , Thou ſhalt make praven ima» 
ges, as we have, T hou ſhalt not. I wonder where 
Fiat lax finds that precept, fith all aucients have, 
it, and all tranſlations read it, T how ſhalt not. 
What is that Jr they have, what 15 that 7: my 
read, 
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x2ad. Do you think that Fiat [ax reads one 
3nd the ſametext, both Thox ſhalt and Thog 
foals not, Moſes his making and the command 
given him to make Cherubims , 15 a rule good 
enough to Fiat lux , that ſom images may be 
made and ſet up in Churches : as alſo is that 
precept. Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any 
3meges, another rule to ſhow him , that ſome 
images we are not to make to our felys on our 
own heads, in imitation of pagans. 
No leſs whimſical t that relation Fiat Iux 
ſayes an image hath to ſom one prototype , for ex- 


ample,to $. Peter rather then to Simon Magus : - 


for ther can be no relation, but what the tmagina- 
tion either of the framer or ſpeftatour makes. 

Sir, ſpeaking as I do of a formal repreſentati- 

on or relation, and not of the efficient caus of 
it, I cannot but wonder at this your illogical 
alkzrtion. Is the pi&ur made by the ſpeRators 
umagination to repreſent this or that ps 4 
or the imagination rather guided to it by the 
pitur ? By this rule of yours the image of 
Czſar, did not my imagination help it, would 
no more repreſent a man than a mous. I know 
the imaginaciqn can, for want of real piurs, 
make fantaſtical ones to it ſelf ; in the clouds, 
walls, ayr, or fire , &c. But when the hath 
zeal ones, made her either by art or natur, ſhe 
cannot make them tobe ortherways then chey 
are; nor think or ſay , except ſhe will _ 
er 
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her ſelf to deriſion, that a cat is a dog, or 
an ox a hare. Nor does it help you at all, 
that ther may be miſtakes ; for we treat not 
here of the errours but natures of things. And 
you will not, I hope , maintain ; that ther is 
no real heat any where, but what the imagina- 
nation makes, becaus the good poor man of 
Norway ſent out of his own countrey upon an 
errand , ſtood warming his fingers there, at a 
hedg of red roſes. 
18 ch. from page 325 to 365. | 

Your eighteenth chapter, which is upon my 

paragraff of Tongues or Latin ſervice, hath 


: {ſom colour of plauſibility. Bur becaus you 


neither do, nor will underſtand the cuſtoms of 
that Church, which you are eager to oppoſe z 
all your words are but wind. I have heard 
many grave proteſtant divines, ingeniouſly ac- 
knowledg, thatdivine comfort and ſanity of 
life requifice to ſalyation which religion aims 
at, may with more perfe&ion and leſs incon- 
venience be attained by. the cuſtoms of the 
Roman Church, than that of ours. For re- 
ligion is not to fit pierching upon the lips, 
but to be got by heart, ic conſiſts not in read- 
ing but doing ; and in this not in that lives the 
ſubſtance of it, which is ſoon and eaſily con- 
veighed. Chrift our Lord drew a compendi- 
um of all divine truths into two words,which 
his great apoſtle again abridged into ny 
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And if the ſeveral goſpels for evety day in the\ te 
year, which are or may be in the hands of all 
catholiks, the chicfeſt particles of divine epi: 
ſtles, books of facred hiſtory and meditation 
apon all the myſteries of falyation , and ſpiri- 
tual treatiſes for all occafhons and uſes, which 
be numberles amongſt catholiks, adjoyned to 
the many ſeveral rites of examination of con- 
frience, daily and continual praQis of prayer 
and faſting, and an orderly commemoration | 
of the things God hath wrought for us 
throughout the year, which all by law are tied | ti 
co 0bſery, and do obſery them, may not give a 
fiſficient acquaintance of what concerns our 
falvation, and promote them enough cowards 
3t, Fam to ſeek what it is that can; or what 
further $00d ic may do, to read the letter 
of - Saint Paxls epiſtles, to the Romans 
for example, or Corinthians , wherein queſti- 
ons, and cafes and theological diſcourſes are 
rreated, that vulgar people can neither under- 
ſtand, nor are ar all concerned to know. And, 
F pray you tell me ingenuouſly , and without 
heat, what more of good could accrew to any 
by the tranſlated lecrer of a book, whereof I 
will be bold to fay that nine parts inten con- 
cera not my particular, either to know or pra- 
is; than by the conceived ſubſtance of Gods 
will co me, and my own duty towards him ? or 


what is cher now here in E»gl/and when the 
let- 
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letter of frripeur - is fet open to every mang 
eye, any more either of peace or charity, piery 


pi-] er Juſtice, than in former catholik times, when 


the ſubſtance of Gods word and will was gi- 
ven people in ſhort , and the obſeryance of 
their duty prolixly preſt upon them. What 
did they do in thoſe ancient catholik times ? 
they flockt: every day in the week to their 
Churches, which ſtood continually open,there 


to pray .and meditate and renew their good 


purpoſes ; they ſung pſalms, hymns, and can- 


ticles all oyerthe land both day and night; 


they built all our churches, that we have at this 
day remaining amongſt us, and as many more, 
which we have razed and pulled down ; they 
founded our univerſities, eſtabliſhed our laws, 
ſet out tyches and glebe-land for their clergy, 
buile hoſpitals , ereted corporations; in a 
word, did all the good things we found don 
for our good in this our native kingdom, Bur 
now, Did agirw in Augha ? Conſulitur de ve- 
ligioze, The former Chriſtians practiſed, and 
we diſpute : they had a religion , we are ſtill 
ſeeking one : they exerciſed themlelys in good: 
works by the guidance of their holy catholik 
taich which leads to them ; all theſe works we 
by our faich evacuate as menſtruous rags: 
they had the ſubſtance of true religion in their 
hearts ; we the text in our lips: they had no- 
thing ta do but to conform their lives to Gods 

will 5 


© ——_—— 


(96) | 
will; all our endeayour is to apply God 
word to our own faQions. Sir miſtake me not: 
The queſtion berween us, is not , whether rhe| .; 
people are to have Gods word or no + but whetherf ,,. 
that word, conſiſt in the letter left ro the peo] ;. 
' ples diſpoſal ; or in the ſubſtance urgently im-J ,, 
poſed upon people for their prattis. And ge 
this becaus you underſtand nor , but miſtake} ,. 
the whole buſines , all your talk in this yourf y. 
eighteenth chapter vades into nothing. on 
Where Fiat lux fayes in that forenamed pa-| ,g 
ragraff , that the Pentatench or hagiography| 
was never by any High-prieſt among the Jews[ ja, 
put into a vulgar tongue , nor the Goſpel! orf pje 
Liturgy our of greek in the Eaſtern part off ,F 
che Chriſtian Church, or latin in the Weſtern:| ,,, 
You ſlight this diſcours of mine ; becaus he-| 1, 
brew, greek and latin was , ſay you; vulgar ;-+ 
tongues themſelys. I know this well enough:] ,;,, 
But when and how long ago were-they ſo ? 
not for ſom'thouſand years to my knowledge:| 1, 
And was the Bible, Pſalms , or Chriſtian Li- keh 
rurgy then put into vulgar tongues , when 
choſe they were firſt writ in, ceaſed to be vul-| p, 
gar? This you ſhould have ſpoke to, if youſ yp, 
had meant to ſay any thing , or gain-fay me: g,, 
Nor is it to purpos , to tell me that *S; fo Hany 
tranſlated the Bible into Dalmatian , I know, 
s well enough it has been ſo tranſlated by ſome par 
fpecial perſons into Gathiſh, Armenian, Ethios ſyri 
pian 
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pian; and other particular diale&s. But did the 
Church either of che Hebrews or Chriſtians, 
either greek or latin ; eyer deliver it fo 
cranſlated to the generality of people, or uſe 
ic in their ſeryice, or command it fo to be don; 
as a thing of general concernmetit and nece(- 
fity ? So far is it from that, char ghey would 
never permir it; 'T his I ſaid; and I firſt ſaid it; 
before you ſpoke,and your meer gain-fay with- 
out further reaſon or probabiliry of proofean- 
not diſpoſleſs me. 

Syrian you would proy not to be any known 
language in Paleſtin, becaus the common peo- 
ple underſtood it not, as appears in the book 
of Kings, where Rabſhakeh general of the 


*| hoſt of Sennacherib, when he defied King 
| Hezekiah under the walls of fer#ſalem ; was 


intreated by the Hebrew princes to ſpeak Sy- 
riack, and not the Jews language to trighe the 
poor people. But Sir you are miſtaken: for 


\|that rongue the princes perſwaded Rabſba- 


keh to ſpeak , was the Aflyrian, his ownlan- 
Suage , which was learned by che gentry of 
Paleſtin , as we in England leatn french; 
which although by abbreviation it be called 


'| Syriack, yet it diftered as much from che Jews 


language, which was ſpoke by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles (wherof El, Eli, lama ſabacthani is 
part ) and was ever fince that time called 


1iyrian or ſyriack, as french differs from eng- 
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liſh. And if you would read attentively; 
you may ſuſpe& by the very words of che text, 
that the Jews language eyen then was not He- 
brew. For it had been a ſhorcer and plainer 
expreſſion, and more anſwerable to their cu- 
ſtom ſo to call it, if it had been ſo, than by a 
paraphraſe to name it the Fews language ; 
which if then it was called Syrian, as r ad, 
wards it was, then had the princes reaſon to 
call ic rather the Jews language then Syrian, 
becaus that and the Aſſyrian differed more in 
natur then appellation; though ſom difference 
doubtlesther was in the very word and name, 
although cranſlatours haye not heeded to deli- 
ver it. Shibbolet and Sibboler may differ more 
in fignification than ſound ; nor is Brittiſh 
and Bratiſh ſo near in nature , as they are in 
name. And who knows not that Syria and 
eA[[yria were ſeyeral kingdoms. As likewiſe 
were the languages. 

Dr. Couſins, now byſhop of Durham , late- 
ly ſojourneying in Paris, when he underſtood 
of a grecian byſhops arrival there, did with 
ſome other engliſh gentlemen in his company 
give him a viſit, and afterwards with the ſame 
or like company went frequently to ſee him. 
The articles of our Engliſh Church were 
tranſlated into greek, and ſhown him. Many 
* queſtions were asked him about the ſervice of 
the grecian Church, praying for the dead, in- 

| vocati- 
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yocation of Saints, real preſence, confeſtonz 
&e. Dr. Coufias can tell himſelf what anſwer 
he received from that yenerable graye prelate 
Cyrilles, arch-biſhop of Trapeſond ; for that 
was his name and- title. In brief, he owned 
not thoſe articles, as any way conſonant to 
the faith of the Greeks, who beleeved and had 
eyer praQiſed the contrary. He alfo told chem 
diſtin&ly and openly , that Maſs or Liturgy 
was, and had eyer been the great work of theit 
Chriſtianity all oyer the greek Church ; thar 
confeſſion of fins to a prieſt, praying for the 
dead, invocation of ſaints,and fuch like points 
wherein we in Exoland differ from papiſts, 
wer all great parts of their religion, and their 
conſtant pracis. Finally he ler them know, 
that all the Licurgies , both thoſe of S. Baſil, 
S. Chry /oſtom, S. Gregory Nazianzen,wete ever 
kept in the learned greek , differing from the 
vulgar language. And withal ſhowed hisown 
greek book of Liturgy, which heuſed himſelf 
at the altar. Dr. Coufins did himſelf ſee him 
officiate with his lay brother a monk of S. Bgq- 
fl, belonging to S. Catherivs monaſtery in 
mount $5»a,miniſtring to him ar the alcar ; and 
found both by his words and practis , that in- 
all thoſe and other eſſential parts and obſer- 
vances of Chriſtianity the Greeks agreed per- 
fealy with the Roman Church. This teſti» 


mony, Sir, of a yenerable arch-byſhop te 
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ſuch a worthy perſon as Dr. Coufins , might I 
ſhould think ſuffice to juſtify my words, and 
make you beleey with me , that Chriſtian Li- | wi 
turgies have ever been uſed,as Fiat lax ſpeaks, | of 
in a learned language diſtin& from the vulgar. | /, 
Bat we need not go far from home for a teſti-. | al( 
mony. When was the Bible or Service-book | Ht 
ſeen here in England for a thouſand years | of 
ſpace in any other language but Latin, before || tio 
Edward the ſ1xt dayes (except haply the Plal- | mo 
ter, which the Saxons and almoſt all people, | Ih 
have ever had in their own tongue , beins a | hat 
chiet part of Chriſtians deyotion) or in Brit- | ſac 
. tiſhor Welch, before tk&þbyſhop of S. 4ſaph 
his cranſlation ? ] 
_ You mightily inſult over me in your 336 || jsy 
page, for laying, char the bible was kept by the || a { 
Hebrews in an ark or tabernacle , not touched || ſex 
by che people, bur brought out at times to the || par 
priz{t, that he might inſtru& the people out || js 5 
of it. Here, ſay you, the authonr of Fiat lux | ty, 
betrayes hu groſs ignorance and ſomthing more : || ſwe 
for the ark was placed in ſanitum ſanttorum, || pro 
and not entered but by the prieſt only once a year, || pra 
. wheras the people were weekly inftrufted. But | the; 
Sir , dol ſpeakthere of any [anftum ſantto= || An 
rum, or of any ark in that place? was ther, | ſho 
or could ther be , no more arks but one? If imp 
Yu had been only in theſe latter dayes, in any | and 
ſynagogue or convention of Jews, you js 
| ave 


t 
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have ſeen even now, how the bible is kept ſill 
with them in an ark or tabernacle, in imitation 
of their forefathers , when they have now no 

ſanftum ſanftorym amongſt them. You may 
alſo diſcern , how according to their cuſtom, 
chey cringe and proſtrate at the bringing our 
of che Bible , which is the only ſolemn adora- 
tion left amongſt them; and char there be 
more arks than that in ſanfum ſanftorum. If 
I had called it a box or cheſt or cxphoard, you 
had let ic paſs. But I uſed that word as more 
ſacred, 

19ch. frompage 365 to 386. 

I diſcerned in your ninteenth chapter which 
is upon my paragraff of Communion in one kind 
a ſomwhat more then ordinary ſwelling chol- 
ler ; which moved me to lookover that my 
paragrafF afreſh. And I found my fault : ther 
is in it ſo much of Chriſtian reaſon and ſobric» 
ty, that if I had ſince the time I firſt wrote it, 
\werved from my former judgment, of the 
probability I conceived to be in that Roman 
pratis of communicating in one kind, I had 
there mer with enough to convert my felt. 
And therfor wondered no more, that you 
ſhould load me fo heavily with your wonted 
imputations of fraud , ignorance, blaſphemy, 


and che like. I ever perceiv you to be then® 


moſt of all paſionate , wh2n you meet with 
moſt convincing reatons, When the exorcift 
G 3 1% 
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is molt innocent, his patient ,. they ſay, then 
frets and foams and curſes moſt. 
20 cb. from page 386 to 402, 

Ther is in your twentjeth chapter, which 
proſecutes my paragraff of Saints or Hero's, 
one word of yours, that requires my notice, 
I fay in that my paragraft, that the pagans de- 
rided the ancient Chriſtians for three of their 
uſages. Firſt, for eating their own God : Se- 
condly, for kneeling to their prieſts genitals : 
T hirdly, for worſhipping an efſes head. This 
laſt you except againſt , and impute my ſtory 
10 my own ſimplicity and ignorance, of not to ſome 
thing wors , far that imputation , lay you , was 
w2t laid upon Chriſtians at all , but only upon 
Fews, 44 may be ſeen in Joſephus, But Sir, you 
may know,that 5x odiofs the primitive Chriſti- 
ans were ever numbred among the Jews ; and 
what evil report lay upon theſe, was charged 
alſo upon them , though ſometimes upon an- 
other ground. And alchough Poſephus may ex- 
culſe the Jews, and not the Chriſtians ; yer a 
long while after his time, if not even then al- 
ſo, that ſlander was generally all over the pa- 
gan world charged upon Chriſtians alſo, as 
may be read in Terts/lian , and other ancient 
writers ; yea and very probably , by the very 
Jews themſelys who bitcerly hatzd them , caſt 
off from themſelvs upon the poor Chriſtians 
on another account, which I ſpecified in Fiat 

- lux, 
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Iax. And throngh the whole Roman em- 
pire did the ſound of this ſcandal ring up and 
down, for ſom ages together. Inſomuch thar 
Tertullian himſelf conceited, that as the Chri- 
ſtian religion was derived from the Jews , ſo 
likewiſe that the imputation of the ſſes head, 
firſt put upon the Jews , might from them be 
derived upon Chriſtian religion. And the 
ſame Tertullian, in his Apologetick addes theſe 
words : © The calumnies, faith he, invented 
« to cry down our religion grew to ſuch ex- 
«* ceſs of impiety , that not long ago in this 
« yery city, a piur of our God was ſhown by 
&«< 2 certain infamous perſon , with the ears of 
« an aflſe anda hoof onone of his feet , clo- 
« thed with a gown, and a book in his hand ; 
« with this inſcription, This © Onechoetes the 
* God of Chriftians. And he addes, that 
« the Chriſtians in the city, as they were much 
« offended with the impiety ; ſo did they not 
« a lictle wonder ar the ſtrange uncouth name 
« the villain had pur-upon their lord and ma- 
« ſter ; Onochoetes forſooth, he muſt be called 
On:choetes. And are not you Sir a ſtrange man, 
to tell me, p. 393. that what 7 /peak of this bu 
ſfineſs is notoriouſly fals , nay and that 1 know it 1s 
fals, and that 1 cannit produce one authentick te» 
ftimeny, no wt one of any ſuch thing, But this is 
bur your ordinary confidence. O 

21 ch, from page 402 to 416, _ 
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T muſt not meryail, that my following para- 
eraff, called Dirge, is fo wantonly plaid upon, in 
your one andtwentieth chapter. You think of 
no body after they are dead ; nor does it at 
all concern you , whether they bein hell, or 
heaven, or ſom third place', or not at all. But 
Sir, were not all the ancient monuments of 
the foundatjons of our churches, colledges, 
and chappels in Euglayd now deſtroyed , you 
would finde your ſelf wich that wretched opi- 
nion of yours, abſolutely incapable to enter 
upon any benefice, cure, or employment in- 
this land. But the times are changed, and you 
have nothing now to do, but to eat, drink, and 
preach ; for to morrow you ſhall dye. 
22 ch. from page 416 to 435 
In your two and twentieth chapter , which 


is of the Pope, you do bur only repeat my. 


words, and not underſtand, and deny, and 
iaugh. 
23 ch. from page 435 to Finis, 

Your laſt chgpter is upon my paragraff of 
Popery, wherein I ſet down eleyen other par- 
cels of catholik profetſion, all of them inno- 
cent, ynblamable and ſacred. You onely bite 
at the firſt of them, and having it ſeems enough 
filled your ſelf with that, your wearied bones 
£O £0 reſt. 

'c With Mas comedide , the-ticle of my laſt 
paragraff you meddle not at all : / Ir is doubt- 
leis 
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teſs to you' whio underſtand not the Engliſh 
word Meſſach, another Gnoſtick Paldabaorh. 
But I would you had Mas comedido by heart. 
You cannot but mervail , that I baye taken 
ſo little notice all this while , of your onely 
one ſtrong and potent Argument , your ſtout 
Achilles that meets me in every paragraff and 
period, and beats me back into the walls of 
Troy. Wherever I am, whatſoever I ſay, your 
wias wwys A'xinevs is upon me. All the 
diſcours of my whole one and thirty para- 
graffs, is by it fell'd to the ground , miſerably 
bruiſed and battered with that one and the 
ſame Tore aye btuer@. Bur I hope you wilt 
have me excuſed. I have not leiſur ; I am not 
willing;I want ability to anſwer ir,or give you 
any correſponding ſatisfaRtion, The like to our 
Authour for flouriſhing empty words and cunning 
fleights of ſubtilty hath been ſeldom , &c. Here 
our Authonr falls into a great miſaquenture,&c. 
Here our eAuthour diſcovers not only bus 
groſs ignorance, but ſomthing more, 8c. Oltr Au- 
thowr beleeves not a word of all this, nor can, &c. 
We finde our Authour never to fail ſo palpably 
and groſly, as when , &iC. Our Authour ſpeaks 
notoriouſly fals, nor hath he, 8:C. Our eAvthonrs 
hiſtory, philoſophy ana reaſon all alike, 8&c. Our 


Authoar ſpeaks boldly , though he know it 14 not, 


ſo, but. &C. Our Authour , if I could com to 
[peak.to him , would not own any of thi , &c, 
Never 


| 
| 
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Nevtt any ſuch cunning diſſembling hypocrite as 
our Authonr, &c, It is no mervail our Authour 
ſhould ftill fail both in philoſophy. antiquity , 8c. 
who hath not, 8c. Intheſe and ſach like argu- 
ments, which occur almoſt as ofr as the pages 
of your book, you rout Our Anthour utterly. 
I am in all- this not able to fay bough to a 
gooſe. Although I be not conſcious of any ei- 
ther fraud in my breaſt , or fault in my book, 
or lye in cicher ; yet in all ſuch talk you muſt, 
and will, and ſhall have both the firſt and laſt 
word too, 

Another argument of yours expreſt in 
twenty places of your Animadyverfions, by 
which you would diſſipate at once great part 
of Fiat lax into the air , does as finely cant, 
as this does courſly defy. T he religion, ſay you, 
that is now profeſt in England, u that and only 
that which was firſt in ancient times received 
here, 8&c. This you ſpeak, and the more con- 
fdently do you fpeak it, the leſs ſignificant 
you know your words be, and yet ſounding 
well enough for your defign. What do you 
mean I pray you Sir , by that religion that 1s 
wow profeſt in England ? Why do you not ſpe- 
cify it? Speak it in down-right language. Is 
it Popery that has been peaceably protelt in the 
Jand for almoſt a thouſand years, and did all 
| the good things we now finde in it;as yet pro- 
feſt by ſom?No,this you will deny.ls it prelate- 


Pro 
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proteBancy that for threeſcore years oppreſt 
popery here ? This if you had ſaid , you had 
praiſed that too much , which your ſelf ap- 
proves not. Is it Presbytery that warred the 
laſt ewenty years , and utterly deſtroyed the 
forefaid Proteſtancy ? In ſaying this you had 
to your own danger diſabled che Engliſh Pro» 
reſtant Church, now to the great heart-burn-+ 
ing of thepresbyterians eſtabliſht again by law. 
Is it Independency that for fix or ſeven years 
curbed the Presbyterian here, in ——Tecoury 
Olivers time,and had almoſt paſt an A& for the 
aboliſhing of the three P. P. P. Papiſh, Pro. 
teſtant, and Presbyterian. Is it Quakery , thar 
is now far enough ſpread, and openly profeſt 
by tnany , and judges the Papiſt ſtark naught, 
the Proteſtant half rotten, the Presbyterian 
quarter addle, and other Independents imper« 
ie. Is it ſom general abſtraed religion that 
is common to themall ? Then Popery as well 
as any other may he juſtly ſtiled the religion 
here firſt received. For that common notion 
in whatever you ſhall ſay ic conſiſts, ſo it be 
poſitive as it ought to be, will be found firſt 
and principally in the Papiſts faith. But rhis 
you have not thought goodyour ſelf to expres, 
that you may feem to expres ſomthing, that 
may be thought good to your ſelf,and ill rome, 
Bur you muſt deal candidly with me : I am an 
old ox that hath fixed his foot firmly, and am 
nor 


-_ 
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not to be out-braved cither with your canting 
words or paſſionate execrations. 

T had told you Sir, of all your tricks from 
age to page it particular , if nothing had 
een required at my hands to write, but only 

my own reply : but being, if I ſhould do fo, 
obliged to ſet down your talk coo , I think it 
not worth either my charge or labour tore- 
fle&upon you ſuch your voluminous imperti- 
nencies. And I have aſſure you taken notice 
of all in your book, that may-ſeem to have any 
appearance of reaſon in it (though really ther 
be none at all againſt me)and is not either ma- 
nifeſtly untrue, or abſolutely improper. This 
is all. 

And now good Sir, I could wiſh you had 
given me the firſt letcer of your name ; that I 
might have known how to ſalute you. I have 
been told of late , that the Authour of the 
Animadver ſions upon Fiat tax is one DoQtour 
ON, a Proteſtant againſt Popery which you 
found down, a Presbyterian againſt Proteſtan- 
cy which you threw down , an Independenc 
againſt Prezbyterianry which you kept down, 


Burt whether you be Doftour OW, or, to 


turn your infide outwards, vou ba N © do- 
Qour ; finceI cannot he aſſured, it ſhall be 
all one to me. All that I undertook ar this 
time is to let you know, who ever you be, 


thac Ihave read over your Animadver ſions up- 
On 
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my Fiat lux. And I thank you for your 


n 
book , for it confirms my Fiat lux, and all 
the whole deſign of ir, I think irrefragably. 
It ſhows to the eye and really yerrifies by your 
own example, what Fiat [«x did but ſpeak in 
words: namely that controverſies of religion 
are endles for want of ſome one thing to fix 
upon,which may not be depraved,that theyare 
fraught with uncharitable animoſities , which 
darken the underſtanding and deprave good 
manners z that they are mutable as mens fan- 
fies be, which can never be fixedly ſtared, firh 
every man hath a ſpirit, hath a method, hath 
an opinion of his own, and ſayes anddenyes 
with endles diverſity ; that they are guileful 
anddeluſory, ſometimes fals on both fides,ever 
on on2, and yet ſtill made out with fſubtil 
words, ſo plauſible to the eye and ear, that 
men employed inthe multitude of affairs and 
troubles of this world , can neyer be able to 
disintangle thoſe knots of pro and c:» ; then 
eſpecially ar a loſs , when they conſider , that 
ſuch as mannage thoſe diſputes are all of them 
intereſted perſons ; fiftly chat they are mad 
and irrational , while all parties pretend 


gone and the ſame rule of holy ſcriptur , and 


yet will admit of no exteriour viſible judg in 
their viſible exteriour conteſts : laſtly chat 


hey are miſchievous and fatal to all places ,* 


where they riſe :' as they have been of late - 
| this 
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* own hands , by their 
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this our diſtreſſed kingdotn of England 
where diſputes and controverſies abour relj- 
Sion raiſed to a height, by the inferiour 
ſcribes againſt cheir prelates, drew after them 
pikes and guns to make them good, for twen- 
ty years together , with much deſolation and 
ruin ; which times I think I may not unjuſtly 
call the YVicars Wars. For the inferiour 
Prieſts and Levites, envying the dignities, 
glory and reyenues of their preſates , when 
they could not otherwiſe get chem into their 

| amentable tones in 
Elimi, raiſed up the people of the land , to 
further their deſign. This trick of theirs they 
tearned from wolyes; For theſe , when they 
ſpy a waifarins man whom they would de- 
your, and yet by a narrow ſearch perceiy him 
eo be too ſtrong for them , ſtarting aſide np- 
on ſom hillock, there ſet upon their tails, they 
hiwl for. help. 

Andif any will not beleey Fiat ax, that 
ſach be the fruits of diſputes and controver- 
fies, and ſuch their nature and gexix , ler 
them beleey the Authonr of eAuimadverſi- 
ons, who as he ſayes what he pleaſes, and de- 
nies what he liſts; ſo to his frequent reproa- 
ches, villifications and flanders he adjoyns his 
own menaces of terrour , to make my words 
860d, and juſtify Fiat lux. 

You frequently threaten me, that if I write 
3008 again 
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again I ſhalt hear more, far more than you have 
aid in your Animadverſions : bur I promis 
you Sir, ifyou write again , you ſhall neyer 
hear more from me. For now the flies begin 
tocom into my chamber, which may haply ex« 
pe&T ſhould heed their flight gnd hearken ro 
their buzz, and I muſt nor leay thoſe greater 
employments to look upon your Animadverſi- 
ens, Or any your other books. 

This Epiſfola my only daughter , coms as 
you ſee to chide you Sir tor abuſing her inno- 
cent Brother. But ſhe does it ſo ſparingly 
and wich ſo many bluſhes, as chough the blame 
wer hers, though yours be the miſdemeanour. 
And I hope ſhe may ſo far work upon your 
go00d natur, if you have any left, that laying 
your hand upon your heart you may now ſor- 
rowing ſay, ®xid feci ? I have wronged the in- 
wcent. And for that end I wiſhyou all grace 
and peace ; and I wiſh it you with all my hearr, 
who am natural father both of that innocent 
boy Fiat lax, and of this Epiſtela his ſiſter ; 
and if you will but reckon me ſo, your yery 
true friend 


Giventhis 7. of the 
Ides of April in 
the year of our 
Lord MDCLXI1T, 
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